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By Kunle Awosiyan

A
 recent 2025 
S m a r t  D N A  
Nigeria report 

(covering July 2024 to 
June 2025) shows that 
Lagos conducted 69% 
of Nigeria's DNA tests, 
with suburban areas 
l i k e  M a i n l a n d  
accounting for 59.4% 
and Island areas of 
Lekki, Ajah, Ikorodu 
40.6%.
This is coming as a 
popular relationship, 
marriage and family 
therapist  ,Boluwatife 
Victor ia Abiodun,  
a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  
increasing rate of 
paternity test to family 
pressure and infidelity. 
She told Echonews 
that something is  
deeply wrong in the 
foundation of many 
mar r iages  and i t  
happens due to break 
down of trust, honesty 
and communication. 
According to her, out 
of hundreds of people 
in marriage today, less 
than 60  of  them 
attend premari tal  
counselling. "There is 
also a premarital  
therapy for partners' 
conversation but most 
women don't discuss 
this for the fear of 
losing the marriage. 
Many people don't 
even believe in this 
counselling, " she said. 
Abiodun stated that 
m a n y  e n t e r e d  
marriages without full 
emotional, spiritual 
a n d  m e d i c a l  
transparency. "They 
rush into marriage 
because of  age,  
family pressure and 
f inancial  secur i ty.  
Secrets are carried 
into marriage and it is 
exposed in painful 
way," she said.
To her, paternity fraud 
is not only about child 
but  a bigger issue of 
deception and this 
happen when trust is 
n o t  c u l t i v a t e d ,  
making many women 
to conceal paternity 

f r a u d  o u t  o f  
stigmatization.
According to Smart 
DNA Nigeria report  
o v e r  2 5 %  o f  a l l  
p a t e r n i t y  t e s t s  
returned a "negative" 
result, meaning that in 
roughly one out of 
every four tests, the 
t e s t e d  m a n  w a s  
determined not to be 
the biological father.
A similar statistic from 
a 2024 Smart DNA 
report stated that 
73.1% of paternity tests 
in Nigeria were carried 
out in Lagos, with a 
mainland vs. island 
breakdown of roughly 
67.5% vs. 32.5%. 
Again, it reaffirmed 
that more than one in 
four men tested were 
not the biological 
fathers. 
According to a record 
made available to 
Echonews ,  Lagos  
State Government 
investigated over 437 

DNA related between 
2018 and 2020.
Investigation showed 
that no fewer than six 
celebrities had their 
chi ldren paternity 
cases investigated in 
the last five years.
In 2006, Afrobeat 
singer, Femi Anikulapo 
Kuti took DNA tests on 
all his children, driven 
by rumors and family 
concerns. The results 
showed he wasn't the 
biological father of 
t w o  o u t  o f  f i v e  
children. 
He described the 
discovery as deeply 
hurtful, saying, "I had 
no idea someone 
c o u l d  o f f e r  y o u  
something that wasn't 
yours." 
In December 2020, 
another musician, 
D u n c a n  M i g h t y  
publicly shared that a 
DNA test confirmed 
h e  w a s  n o t  t h e  
biological father of his 
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daughter, Mitchell. He 
alleged that another 
man, "Mr. Frank," who 
was close to the 
family, was the actual 
father. 
A popular "On Air 
P e r s o n a l i t y "  a n d  
Comedian, Chinedu 
A n i  E m m a n u e l ,  
popularly known as 
Nedu conducted a 
paternity test during a 
tumultuous period in 
his  marr iage. The 
results revealed that 
their first son was not 
biologically his, a 
revelation he posted 
publicly. 
Afrobeats sensation, 
A y o d e j i  
Balogun,Wizkid once 
denied the  paternity 
of his oldest son, 
Boluwatife. However, 
a  D N A  t e s t  w a s  
conducted,  af te r  
w h i c h  h e  
acknowledged the 
c h i l d .  A  s i m i l a r  
situation occurred 

with his son from Binta 
Diallo, where a DNA 
test was again used to 
establish paternity. 
In 2025, a Lagos court 
ordered a court -
supervised DNA test 
for the  daughter of a 
popular  actress  ,  
Ronke Odusanya as 
p a r t  o f  l e g a l  
proceedings with her 
estranged partner, 
Olanrewaju Saheed 
("Jago"). The test is to 
inform custody and 
welfare decisions. 
L a s t  w e e k ,  a  
Magistrate Court in 
Lagos  o rdered a  
paternity test to be 
conducted on Liam 
Aloba, the son of late 
N i g e r i a n  s i n g e r ,  
I l e r io luwa A loba,  
popularly known as 
'Mohbad'.
T h e  p r e s i d i n g  
magistrate, Adefisoye 
Sonuga, granted the 
order on  while ruling 
on an application 

filed by the deceased 
singer's father, Joseph 
Aloba.
According to the 
court's directive, two 
s e p a r a t e  
D e o x y r i b o n u c l e i c  
Acid (DNA) tests are to 
be carried out, one in 
a recognised and 
accredited hospital in 
Nigeria and another in 
a n  a c c r e d i t e d  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  
abroad. Both parties 
o r  t h e i r  
representatives are 
required to be present 
when samples are 
collected.
M o h b a d ' s  w i f e ,  
Omowunmi Cynthia 
Aloba, is listed as the 
sole respondent in the 
application, which 
was brought under 
the Family Court of 
Lagos State (Civi l  
Procedure) Rules 2012 
and the Magistrate 
C o u r t s  ( C i v i l  
P rocedure)  Ru le s  
2009.
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M e a n w h i l e  a  
woman identified 
as Dreanat ion,  
claiming to be 
J a m a i c a n ,  
appeared in a live 
T i k T o k  s e s s i o n  
stating that she 
has a child with the 
l a t e  s i n g e r  
M o h B a d  
(Ilerioluwa Aloba) 
and that a DNA 
test has confirmed 
paternity.
D r e a n a t i o n  
publicly called on 
MohBad's widow, 
Wunmi, to submit 
to a DNA test to 
confirm if MohBad 
is the biological 
father of her son, 
Liam. She asserts 
that as long as 
p a t e r n i t y  i s  
unver i f ied,  her  
own child remains 
the only legitimate 
heir.
 She warned she 
m i g h t  e x p o s e  
W u n m i  b y  
revealing iCloud 
data related to 
event s  a round 
M o h B a d ' s  
Canadian v i sa  
approval and his 
untimely death.

However Wunmi 
claims she's 100% 
certain the child is 
MohBad's and was 
willing to pursue 
DNA testing but 
alleges the father-
in-law has delayed 
t h e  p r o c e s s ,  
setting restrictive 
conditions, such as 
non-disclosure of 
resu l ts  and no 
subsequent legal 
action.
Joseph Aloba has 
openly expressed 
doubt, stating the 
chi ld does not 
r e s e m b l e  
MohBad, and has 

demanded a DNA 
t e s t  b e f o r e  
accepting him as 
his grandson.
The legal process 
h a s  b e e n  
complicated by 
f a i l e d  c o u r t  
s e r v i c e  a n d  
d i s p u t e s  o v e r  
choice of hospital 
f o r  
testing—leading 
t o  c o u r t  
intervention and 
ongoing delays.
S o m e  r e p o r t s  
claim a DNA test 
has  conf i rmed 
M o h B a d ' s  
p a t e r n i t y ,  b u t  

these have not 
b e e n  
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  
verified by reliable 
media or official 
statements.
R e a c t i n g ,  
A b i o d u n  
expla ined that 
m a n y  o f  t h e  
paternity frauds 
are committed 
d u e  t o  f a m i l y  
pressure. She said 
that some couples 
a l so had pr ior  
a g r e e m e n t  t o  
h a v e  c h i l d r e n  
outside but betray 
one another due 
t o  l i t t l e  

misunderstanding. 
" S e c r e t s  a r e  
c a r r i e d  t o  
m a r r i a g e .  N o  
e m o t i o n a l  
attachment and 
b e c a u s e  o f  
menopause that 
may set in, some 
women jump on 
o t h e r  m e n  t o  
produce child at 
all cost," she said.
She also attributed 
the infidelity to low 
s p e r m  c o u n t s .  
"Some men know 
t h e y  c a n n o t  
i m p r e g n a t e  
women. In this 
case both parties  
involved have to 
be truthful about 
this but betrayal, 
leading to suicide 
i s  u s u a l l y  t h e  
consequence of 
this," she noted.
Abiodun also said 
that shame and 
g u i l t  h a d  
consumed some 
partners because 
of their children's 
loss of the sense of 
identity. 
"Low self esteem 

when their parents 
fail to tell them 
who their father is. 
Most couples don't 
t a k e  
p r e c a u t i o n a r y  
measure .  They  
s h o u l d  s e e k  
professional help, 
do paternity test 
and be open to 
one another," she 
said. 
L a g o s  S t a t e  
pioneered DNA-
based forensics in 
West Africa by 
commissioning the 
Lagos State DNA & 
Forensic Centre in 
2017 to aid in 
resolving crimes 
a n d  p a t e r n i t y  
d i s p u t e s .  T h e  
facility supports 
m a t e r n a l  a n d  
p a t e r n a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  
analysis, among 
other investigative 
services.
L a g o s  S t a t e  
Government
In 2022, the Lagos 
State House of 
Assembly passed 
a bill granting the 
C e n t r e  f o r m a l  
legal authority to 
c o l l e c t  a n d  
a n a l y z e  D N A  
s a m p l e s  f o r  
p a t e r n i t y ,  
inheritance, and 
o t h e r  f a m i l i a l  
identity matters.
Historically, the 
C e n t r e  h a s  
investigated over 
t h o u s a n d s  o f  
paternity cases at 
2025, including 
queries on child 
s u p p o r t  a n d  
inheritance.
L a g o s  S t a t e  
Government.

Continued from page 2

Mohbad, Wunmi and son
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s part of the 

A2 0 2 5  
D o m e s t i c  

a n d  S e x u a l  
V i o l e n c e  
Awareness Month, 
the Lagos State 
D o m e s t i c  a n d  
Sexual Violence 
Agency (DSVA), in 
collaboration with 
the Office of the 
Head of Service, 
held the annual 
"Turn Alausa Purple" 
campaign at the 
Alausa Secretariat, 
Ikeja.
The Secretar iat  
came alive in a sea 
o f  p u r p l e  a s  
M i n i s t r i e s ,  
Departments, and 
Agencies united in 
solidarity against 
S e x u a l  a n d  
G e n d e r - B a s e d  
Violence (SGBV). A 
major highlight was 
the  resound ing  
suppor t  o f  the  
Head of Service, 
Mr. Bode Agoro, 
who reaffirmed the 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
u n w a v e r i n g  
commitment  to  
ensuring justice for 
s u r v i v o r s  a n d  
accountability for 
perpetrators. He 
f u r t h e r  
c o m m e n d e d  
DSVA's relentless 
efforts,  assur ing 
that the Publ ic 
Service Office will 
continue to stand 
f i rm ly  w i th  the  
Agency.
The campaign also 

r e c e i v e d  
r e m a r k a b l e  
support from the 
O f f i c e  o f  
S u s t a i n a b l e  
D e v e l o p m e n t  
G o a l s  ( S D G s ) ,  
whose involvement 
strengthened the 
call for a Lagos that 
says "NO to SGBV".
To further engage 
publ ic servants,  
TelMD Nigeria, in 
partnership with 
DSVA, provided 
free health checks 
a n d  m e d i c a l  
consultations at the 
Secretariat. Led by 
t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
Sec re ta ry ,  Mr s .  
T i t i l o l a  V i v o u r -
Adeniyi, the DSVA 
t e a m ,  p u b l i c  
s e r v a n t s ,  
stakeholders, and 
N G O s  
campaigned in  
A l a u s a  w i t h  
different chants, 
a w a r e n e s s  
messages, and the 
decoration of staff 
with purple ribbons, 
the global symbol 
of solidarity against 
D o m e s t i c  a n d  
Sexual Violence.
Extending beyond 
the Secretariat, the 
campa ign  a l so  
reached the Old 
Secretariat, GRA, 
Ikeja and the Lagos 
State House of  
A s s e m b l y ,  t o  
e n c o u r a g e  a  
united front against 
all forms of abuse.

T h e  L a g o s  S t a t e  
Traditional Medicine 
Board has called for 
s yne rgy  between  
science and tradition 
in the promotion of 
alternative medicine.
The board made the 
c a l l  a t  t h e  
commemoration of 
the African Traditional 
Medicine Day at the 
Yoruba Tennis Club, 
Onikan, Lagos.
The event, themed 
"Bridging Tradition and 
Science: The Future of 
African Traditional 
M e d i c i n e " ,  
underscored the need 
t o  h a r m o n i s e  
i n d i g e n o u s  
k n o w l e d g e  w i t h  
modern  sc ient i f ic  
p r a c t i c e s  t o  
strengthen healthcare 
del ivery, enhance 
global recognition, 
and preserve cultural 
heritage.
I n  h i s  w e l c o m e  
address, the Registrar 
of the Lagos State 
Traditional Medicine 
B o a r d ,  P r i n c e  
Babatunde Adele, 
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  
enduring relevance of 
African Traditional 
M e d i c i n e ,  w h i c h  
serves as the first line of 
healthcare for millions 
across the continent.
" F o r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  
African Traditional 
M e d i c i n e  h a s  
remained accessible, 
a f f o r d a b l e ,  a n d  
deeply rooted in our 
cultural identity. The 

W o r l d  H e a l t h  
O r g a n i s a t i o n  
acknowledges that 
over 80 per cent of 
Africa's population 
relies on it for primary 
healthcare. The future 
l i e s  i n  s y n e r g y ,  
p r e s e r v i n g  
authent ici ty whi le 
advancing through 
scientific validation 
and innovation", he 
said.
Prince Adele further 
stressed that the State 
Government would 
continue to prioritise 
t h e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  
r e t r a i n i n g  o f  
practitioners to ensure 
that standards are 
met, with a vision to 
integrate traditional 
m e d i c i n e  i n t o  
orthodox healthcare 
del ivery  in  Lagos 
State.
Delivering the keynote 
address, the Deputy 
Director, Research, 
T r a i n i n g  a n d  
Development of the 
Lagos State Traditional 
Medicine Board, Mr 
H a k e e m  B e l l o ,  
e m p h a s i s e d  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
research, safety, and 
documentat ion in 
s t rengthening the 
c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  
traditional remedies.
"Every medicine must 
meet the standards of 
efficacy, safety, and 
good manufacturing 
practice. Practitioners 
m u s t  g o  b e y o n d  
secrecy to provide 

ve r i f iab le  re su l t s .  
Without data, there 
can be no growth, 
a n d  w i t h o u t  
d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  
traditional medicine 
cannot take its rightful 
place globally," he 
stated.
B e l l o  a l s o  
c o m m e n d e d  t h e  
L a g o s  S t a t e  
Government for its 
unwavering support of 
the Board's activities. 
He disclosed that the 
G o v e r n o r  h a d  
a p p r o v e d  t h e  
p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  
monitoring vehicles for 
the Board and that 
preliminary work had 
commenced towards 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  
Traditional Medicine 
House, which would 
a c c o m m o d a t e  
c l a s s r o o m s ,  
laboratories, and a 
pharmacy dedicated 
t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  
medicine practice.
" T h i s  s u p p o r t  
demonst rates  the 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  
commitment to our 
cause. The provision of 
facilities will not only 
enhance regulation 
and training but also 
give the practice a 
dignified place in our 
healthcare system", 
Bello noted.
Also speaking at the 
e v e n t ,  D r .  
Akinmayowa Akin-
Otiko, a Lecturer at 
the Institute of African 
D iaspora  S tud ies ,  

University of Lagos, 
urged practitioners to 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
respond to health 
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  
showcase the science 
behind their practices.
"Traditional medicine 
is not only about 
cultural heritage; it is 
also about providing 
health and economic 
benefits. Lagos has 
taken the lead, but 
practitioners must rise 
t o  t h e  t a s k  o f  
producing evidence-
based data  that  
p r o v e s  t h e  
effectiveness of their 
r e m e d i e s , "  h e  
maintained.
D r .  O t i k o  f u r t h e r  
a p p e a l e d  t o  
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  t o  
d o c u m e n t  t h e i r  
t r e a t m e n t s  a n d  
outcomes, stressing 
that t ransparency 
wou ld  bu i ld  t rus t  
between traditional 
m e d i c i n e  a n d  
m o d e r n  s c i e n c e .  
"Gone are the days of 
keeping knowledge in 
secrecy. The future of 
African Traditional 
Medicine depends on 
data, evidence, and 
col laboration,"  he 
added.
The commemoration 
was attended by 
government officials, 
health practitioners, 
researchers, students, 
and stakeholders ,  
w h o  c o l l e c t i v e l y  
a f f i r m e d  t h a t  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  
between science and 
tradition remains the 
pathway to the future 
of African Traditional 
Medicine.

 MDAs Unite in Solidarity 
Against Sexual, Gender
-Based  Violence
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2025 Isese Day: Lagos Calls 
For Synergy Between 
Tradition, Science 
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A
s part of the 
L a g o s  S t a t e  
Government ' s  

continuous drive to 
safeguard the rights and 
well-being of children, 
t h e  L a g o s  S t a t e  
Domestic and Sexual 
V i o l e n c e  A g e n c y  
(DSVA) conducted a 
s e n s i t i s a t i o n  
programme with out-of-
school children in the 
Akala-Idioro area of 
M u s h i n  L o c a l  
Government of the 
State.
The programme was 
specifically designed to 
prov ide vu lnerable 
children, who are often 
excluded from school-
based interventions, 
w i t h  l i f e - s a v i n g  
k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  
Sexual and Gender-
Based Violence (SGBV) 
and child protection.
T h e  o u t r e a c h  
r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  
children in informal 
communities and street 
s e t t i n g s  a r e  
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  
exposed to exploitation 
and abuse due to 
limited access to formal 
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  
protective services. By 
meeting them in their 
own environment, the 
a g e n c y  e n s u r e d  
inclusivity, accessibility, 
and a direct approach 
to prevention.
The engagement also 
served as a platform to 
strengthen community-
level understanding of 
SGBV and mobi l i se 
young people as safety 
advocates among their 
peers. 
B y  e n c o u r a g i n g  
d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  a  
language and style the 
children could easily 
relate to, the session 
fos te red  t ru s t  and 
m e a n i n g f u l  
participation, which is 
essential in bridging the 
g a p  b e t w e e n  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  
vulnerable groups.
The Executive Secretary 
of DSVA, who was 
represented by Mr. 
Oluwatosin Emmanuel 
a n d  M i s s  B a n k o l e  
Precious, co-facilitated 
t h e  s e s s i o n .  T h e y  
presented practical 
lessons on identifying 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e  
behaviour, the dangers 
of silence in abuse 
situations, and the need 
to speak up through 
safe channels. They also 
e x p l a i n e d  t h e  
importance of personal 
boundaries and mutual 

respect in bui lding 
healthier communities.
In addition, Mrs. L. 
Nwankwo of the Child 
Protect ion Network 
(CPN) part ic ipated 
a c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  
e n g a g e m e n t ,  
emphasising the role of 
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  
networks in ensuring 
that children are not 
only aware of their rights 
but also know where to 
go for help in cases of 
abuse. She reassured 
the children that there 
are s t ructures  and 
organisations ready to 
support and protect 
them when needed.
The facilitators adopted 
i n t e r a c t i v e  a n d  
participatory teaching 
m e t h o d s  s u c h  a s  
question-and-answer 
sessions, storytelling, 
and scenario-based 
discussions. 
T h i s  a p p r o a c h  
e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  
children to express their 
views freely and gave 
them the confidence to 
s h a r e  p e r s o n a l  
e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  
c o n c e r n s .  I t  a l s o  
provided facilitators 
w i t h  a  b e t t e r  
understanding of the 
children's realities and 
the most pressing issues 
they face.
T h e  e n g a g e m e n t  
y ie lded a  pos i t i ve  
impact, as participants 
le f t  w i th  improved 
knowledge of their rights 
and stronger awareness 
of protective measures. 
S e v e r a l  c h i l d r e n  
expressed re l ief  at  
having a safe space to 
discuss issues that affect 
them d i rect l y  and 
promised to apply the 
lessons learned in their 
daily lives. The session 
also strengthened trust 
between the agency, 
c o m m u n i t y  
stakeholders, and the 
children themselves.
More importantly, the 
p r o g r a m m e  
succeeded in breaking 
down barriers of fear 
and silence surrounding 
SGBV. By assuring the 
c h i l d r e n  o f  
conf ident ia l i ty  and 
accessible reporting 
channels, the facilitators 
empowered them to 
b e c o m e  a c t i v e  
s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n  
p r e v e n t i n g  a n d  
reporting abuse. This is 
critical in building safer 
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  
reducing the cycle of 
violence.

DSVA Engages 
OUT-OF-SCHOOL 

Children on  SGBV 

I
n fulfilment of its 
promise to provide 
water for at least 

10,000 households in 
Akilo Community and 
environs, the Lagos 
Water Corporation 
(LWC) has engaged 
its customers at Akilo 
Community in the 
Ikeja area of the 
State.
The engagement was 
held at the Akilo 
W a t e r w o r k s  o n  
Saturday.
S p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  
m e e t i n g ,  t h e  
Managing Director of 
L a g o s  W a t e r  
Corporation, Engr. 
M u k h t a a r  T i j a n i ,  
represented by the 
Director, Community 
C o m m e r c i a l  a n d  
Customer Relations, 
Mrs. Adepeju Isola, 
disclosed that the 
rehabilitation of the 
Akilo Waterworks has 
been completed,  
and the Corporation is 
set to commence 
p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  
distribution of potable 
w a t e r  t o  e v e r y  
household in Akilo 
Community and its 
environs.
Engr. Tijani therefore 
urged members of the 
c o m m u n i t y  t o  
embrace the efforts of 
the Corporation, with 
t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  
WaterAid Nigeria, by 
connecting to the 
water supply.
He further assured 
t h a t  p r o d u c t i o n  

w o u l d  b e  d o n e  
consistently and that 
there would be an 
a d e q u a t e  w a t e r  
supply to every home.
T h e  M D  a l s o  
a d m o n i s h e d  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y  t o  
promptly contact 
L a g o s  W a t e r  
Corporation staff in 
cases of issues such as 
b u r s t  p i p e s ,  
vandalism, or illegal 
connections.
He also disclosed that 
there will be flexible 
options in the water 
supply system: billing, 
m e t e r i n g ,  o r  
p u r c h a s i n g  f r o m  
k i o s k s .  T h i s ,  h e  
e x p l a i n e d ,  i s  t o  
enable customers to 
se lect  wh ichever  
option best suits them.
Also speaking at the 
meeting, the State 
Programme Lead, 
W a t e r A i d ,  D r .  
A d e b a y o  A l a o  
assured residents that 
water production has 
come to stay in Akilo 
and that they should 
have no fear or doubt 
about its sustainability.
H e  t h a n k e d  t h e  
residents for their 
support during the 
rehabilitation process, 
particularly those who 
h a d  e n g a g e d  
consistently with the 
project team.
D r .  A l a o  f u r t h e r  
a d m o n i s h e d  t h e  
residents to pay their 
bills regularly to ensure 
the sustainability of 

the water project. "I 
am sure you would 
not be happy if, after 
three or six months, 
you discover no more 
water production. 
Therefore, you should 
pay your bills for the 
system to continue 
r u n n i n g , "  h e  
emphasised.
Also in attendance 
w a s  t h e  A c t i n g  
Executive Secretary of 
the  Lagos  Water  
R e g u l a t o r y  
C o m m i s s i o n ,  M r .  
Babatunde Olowu, 
who encouraged 
residents to see the 
water supply as a 
great opportunity. He 
assured them that the 
situation would not 
remain the same as 
b e f o r e ,  a s  t h e  
R e g u l a t o r y  
Commission would 
consistently carry out 
its duties to ensure 
fairness for all parties.
The Regional Business 
Manager, LWC, Mrs. 
Yetunde Odebunmi, 
in her remarks, noted 
that among all the 
waterworks in the 
L a g o s  N o r t h e r n  
R e g i o n ,  A k i l o  
Waterworks is the first 
to be rehabilitated. 
She, therefore, urged 
the community to be 
g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h i s  
achievement and to 
e m b r a c e  i t  
wholeheartedly.
S h e  e x p r e s s e d  
appreciation to all 
s takeholders  and 

announced that test 
production of water 
would commence on 
M o n d a y ,  1 s t  
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 5 ,  
running for 24 hours. 
This, she explained, is 
t o  e n a b l e  t h e  
Corporation to assess 
the performance of 
the newly installed 
e q u i p m e n t  a n d  
identify any areas 
requiring adjustments 
before contractors 
hand over the facility.
Mrs. Odebunm also 
advised residents not 
to consume the water 
produced within the 
first 48 hours of the test 
run, imploring them to 
cooperate with and 
support the regional 
staff to serve them 
better.
Responding on behalf 
of the Community, the 
Chai rman,  Pastor  
Ewuosho, said that 
residents, particularly 
those assigned to 
manage water kiosks, 
should see this as a 
rare opportunity and 
endeavour to take it 
w i t h  u t m o s t  
seriousness.
R e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  
rehabilitation of Akilo 
W a t e r w o r k s  
c o m m e n c e d  i n  
February 2025 by the 
L a g o s  W a t e r  
Corporation, with the 
support of WaterAid 
Nigeria, and is set for 
recommissioning next 
month.

Lagos Water Corporation 
Takes Stakeholders 
Engagement To Akilo  

Monday  8th September  - Sunday 14th September  2025
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T
h e  L a t e e f  

J a k a n d e  
L e a d e r s h i p  

Academy (LJLA) on 
F r i d a y  h e l d  i t s  
Graduation and 
I n d u c t i o n  
Ceremony at the 
B a l m o r a l  
C o n v e n t i o n  
Centre, Ikeja GRA, 
m a r k i n g  t h e  
completion of the 
2 0 2 4 / 2 0 2 5  
Fellowship year and 
formally welcoming 
the new 2025/2026 
Cohort.
T h e  e v e n t ,  
organised by the 
Academy, drew 
many dignitaries 
f r o m  t h e  
government, the 
private sector, and 
civil society.
L a g o s  S t a t e  
G o v e r n o r ,  M r .  
Babajide Olusola 
S a n w o - O l u ,  
attended as the 
C h i e f  H o s t ,  
r e a f f i r m i n g  t h e  
State Government's 
commitment  to  
s u p p o r t i n g  
l e a d e r s h i p  
development and 
y o u t h  
e m p o w e r m e n t  
initiatives.
S a n w o - O l u  
commended the 
graduating Fellows 
for their year of 
s e r v i c e  a n d  
innovation, noting 
that the Academy 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  
produce leaders 
equipped to tackle 
the challenges of 
governance and 
society. He also 
congratulated the 
incoming Fellows, 
charging them to 
e m b r a c e  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
before them with 
d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  
vision.
T h e  c e r e m o n y  
featured several 
k e y  m o m e n t s :  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  
completion were 
presented to the 
graduating Fellows; 
t h e  i n c o m i n g  
F e l l o w s  w e r e  
formally inducted 
i n t o  t h e  
programme; and 
awards were given 
t o  o u t s t a n d i n g  
F e l l o w s  o f  t h e  
2024/2025 Cohort. 
S u p p o r t i v e  
M i n i s t r i e s ,  
Departments and 
Agencies, as well as 
strategic partners 
of the Academy, 
w e r e  a l s o  
recognised for their 
contributions.
Graduating Fellows 
shared heartfelt 
reflections about 
t h e i r  y e a r - l o n g  
j o u r n e y ,  
highl ight ing the 
p e r s o n a l  a n d  
professional growth 
gained through 
their placements 
and projects. In 
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
Fellows launched a 

book titled: "The 
T o r c h b e a r e r s :  
Rethinking Nigeria's 
Future Together", 
an anthology of 
leadership essays 
that documents 
their experiences 
and offers insights 
into leadership,  
policies and service 
in Nigeria.
Speaking at the 
ceremony,  Mrs .  
A y i s a t  A g b a j e -
O k u n a d e ,  
Executive Secretary 
of the Academy, 
p r a i s e d  t h e  
r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  
i m p a c t  o f  t h e  
graduating class 
while welcoming 
the new Fellows into 
what she described 
as a "life-changing 
j o u r n e y  o f  
leadership, service, 
and innovation".
T h e  c e r e m o n y  
reinforced LJLA's 
position as a hub for 
n u r t u r i n g  
t ransformational 
leaders.

Vacancy! Vacancy!! 
Job Title: Freelance Sales Representatives 

(5 positions)

Company: 

EchoNews Newpapers Limited

Locations: Ikorodu, Epe, Ikeja, 
Badagry, and Lagos Island 

Job Type: Freelance
Responsibilities:
- Source for adverts, follow up on prospects, 
delivery of letters, etc.
- Follow up on leads and maintain client relationships
- Meet sales targets and contribute to business growth
Requirements:
- Strong communication and interpersonal skills
- Ability to work independently and meet targets
- Familiarity with Lagos terrain (respective zones)
Remuneration: Commission-based

How to Apply:

Send your resume and specify the location 
you're applying for

Send to :  publisher@echonews.ng 
or mojisolabalogun82@gmail.com

Vacancy! Vacancy!! 

LJLA Graduates 2024/2025 
Fellows, Inducts New Cohort 

Monday  8th September  - Sunday 14th September  2025
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Happy Happy 
BirthdayBirthday

Sir,We join your family, friends, party members and 
well-wishers as you clock 79 years.
Your life of commitment to grassroots development, 
loyalty to the President, Asiwaju Bola Tinubu, GCFR 
and leadership of our great party, the All 
Progressives Congress inspire us to aspire to be the 
best in serving God by creating the conducive 
conditions for the development of the masses.

Happy Birthday and many happy returns.

Kehinde Bamigbetan
Special Adviser to the Minister 
of Solid Mineral Development

Signed

P.9
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T
he Lagos State 
Government has 
produced a new 

s e t  o f  A r t i f i c i a l  
I n t e l l i g e n c e  ( A I )  
professionals, as its 
s o c i a l  m e d i a  
handlers successfully 
c o m p l e t e d  a n  
intensive two-day AI 
training programme 
and were awarded 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c r e d e n t i a l s  a s  
Certif ied Artif icial 
I n t e l l i g e n c e  
Professionals (CAIP).
The newly acquired 
skills, certified by the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
O r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  
S t a n d a r d i s a t i o n  
(ISO), are expected 
to boost the online 
presence of the state 
g o v e r n m e n t ,  
i n c r e a s e  c i t i z e n  
engagement, and 
further drive digital 
communication and 
governance in line 
wi th g lobal  best  
practices.
A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  
participants on Day 
One of the training 
held on Wednesday 
at the LCCI, CBD, 
Alausa- Ike ja,  the 
Director of the Social 
Media Department, 
M i n i s t r y  o f  
I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
Strategy, Dr. Olajide 
Atansuyi, said the 
initiative underscores 
the government's 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
e q u i p p i n g  i t s  
w o r k f o r c e  w i t h  
globally recognised 
d i g i t a l  
competencies.
He said: "The newly 
certified professionals 
are expected to 
apply AI-powered 
s o l u t i o n s  i n  
s t r e a m l i n i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  
d i s s e m i n a t i o n ,  
improving service 
d e l i v e r y ,  a n d  
strengthening public 
engagement across 
various government 
platforms."
D r .  A t a n s u y i  
emphasised that the 

AI training aligns with 
Governor Babajide 
Sanwo-Olu's vision of 
a "Smarter Lagos," 
where technology 
and innovation play 
central roles in driving 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  
development.
"This  mi lestone is  
about posit ioning 
L a g o s  S t a t e  t o  
leverage artif icial 
intelligence in solving 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
c h a l l e n g e s ,  
improving efficiency 
in governance, and 
e n h a n c i n g  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  
residents in accessing 
g o v e r n m e n t  
services," he added.
According to him, the 
certification will also 
contribute to Lagos' 
a m b i t i o n  o f  
becoming the digital 
hub of Africa by 
promoting a culture 
o f  e x c e l l e n c e ,  
professionalism, and 
innovation among its 
workforce.
The Team Lead of the 
consulting firm that 

c o n d u c t e d  t h e  
t r a i n i n g ,  D i g i t a l  
Academy, Dr. Achi 
Celestine, expressed 
confidence in the 
capac i ty  o f  the  
n e w l y  c e r t i f i e d  
professionals to make 
visible impacts in the 
digital  space by 
s h a p i n g  o n l i n e  
conversations.
He explained that the 
t r a i n i n g  w a s  
designed to blend 
theory with practical 
a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  
e n s u r i n g  t h a t  
participants could 
immediately apply 
t h e  k n o w l e d g e  
gained to their daily 
work. 
"We focused on AI 
e t h i c s ,  m a c h i n e  
l e a r n i n g  f o r  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  
natural language 
p r o c e s s i n g  f o r  
content creation, 
a n d  A I - p o w e r e d  
data analytics to 
monitor and improve 
public engagement. 
The outcome has 
been impressive, and 

Lagos  S tate  has  
clearly set a new 
benchmark for digital 
governance, "  he 
said.
Dr. Celestine further 
e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  
continue exploring 
and innovating with 
AI tools, assuring that 
his firm would provide 
post-training support 
t o  e n s u r e  
sustainabil ity and 
measurable results. 
He applauded the 
L a g o s  S t a t e  
G o v e r n m e n t  f o r  
being deliberate in its 
vision to integrate AI 
into governance, 
describing the move 
as "forward-thinking 
and exemplary for 
other states in Nigeria 
and Africa at large."
O n e  o f  t h e  
participants of the 
training, Mr. Francis 
O b a f e m i - A j a y i ,  
Deputy  D i rector ,  
S o c i a l  M e d i a  
D e p a r t m e n t ,  
e x p r e s s e d  
appreciation to the 

State Government 
f o r  t h e  r a r e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  
pledged to use the 
n e w l y  a c q u i r e d  
k n o w l e d g e  t o  
advance the Smart 
City agenda. 
He assured that the 
skills gained would be 
deployed to ensure 
better interaction 
b e t w e e n  t h e  
government  and 
citizens.
O b a f e m i - A j a y i  
particularly thanked 
t h e  S t a t e  
G o v e r n m e n t  f o r  
deliberately investing 
in digital literacy, 
e m e r g i n g  
technologies, and 
innovation as tools for 
s u s t a i n a b l e  
development and 
g l o b a l  
competitiveness.
A l s o  s h a r i n g  h i s  
experience, Mr. Ayo 
A f u w a p e ,  a n  
Assistant Chief Public 
Affairs Officer in the 
Ministry, described 
the training as a 
"game changer" in his 

professional journey. 
According to him, the 
programme opened 
his eyes to practical 
AI applications that 
c a n  t r a n s f o r m  
content creation, 
fact-checking, and 
a u d i e n c e  
engagement in real 
time.
H e  n o t e d :  " T h e  
hands-on sessions 
h e l p e d  m e  t o  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
endless possibilities of 
AI in governance 
communication. I am 
now more confident 
in my ability to deploy 
AI tools in simplifying 
c o m p l e x  
government policies 
for residents and 
making our digital 
p l a t f o r m s  m o r e  
interactive."
He added that the 
i n i t i a t i v e  w i l l  
significantly improve 
the productivity of 
officers and ensure 
that Lagos remains 
ahead of other states 
in technology-driven 
communication.

Lagos Produces New Set of
ISO-Certified AI Professionals  

Monday  8th September  - Sunday 14th September  2025
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Lagos Fixes November as Deadline 
For Payment of 2026 Hajj Fare  
T

h e  L a g o s  S t a t e  
M u s l i m  P i l g r i m s  
Welfare Board has 

declared November 2025 
as the deadl ine for 
payment of the N8.5m 
initial deposit for the 2026 
Hajj exercise by intending 
p i l g r i m s  w i s h i n g  t o  
p e r f o r m  t h e  h o l y  
p i l g r i m a g e  i n  t h e  
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
Hon. Commissioner for 
H o m e  A f f a i r s ,  H o n .  
O lan rewa ju  Ib rah im 
L a y o d e  m a d e  t h e  
declaration during a 
scheduled meeting with 
stakeholders in his office 
at the Secretariat, Alausa, 
I k e j a ,  L a g o s ,  o n  
Wednesday. 
Layode said the decision 
on the deadline was 
taken in compliance with 
t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  
calendar unveiled by the 
Saudi Arabian Ministry of 
Hajj  and Umrah. He 
added that the State 
would not take the 
guidelines for granted, 
hence, the decision to 
start the operation early 
with the sales of forms to 
intending pilgrims and 
complete necessary 
processes on or before 
the end of December. 
While appreciating the 
stakeholders for their 
cooperation and support 
over the years, he urged 
them to  work  hard  
towards getting more 
intending pilgrims to 
actualise the 2,236 slots 
allocated to the State by 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  H a j j  
Commission of Nigeria 
(NAHCON). 
He also enjoined them to 
ensure that their pilgrims 
are in good health when 
registering them for the 
spiritual exercise to avoid 
health-related casualties 
whilst in the foreign land. 
Also speaking at the 
meeting was the Special 
Adviser to the Governor 
on Islamic Matters, who 
doubles as Chairman of 
CWC on 2025 Hajj, Dr. 
Ahmad Abdullahi Jebe, 
said that the stakeholders 
had greatly contributed 
t o  t h e  s u c c e s s e s  
recorded by the State in 
H a j j  a n d  U m r a h  
operations over the years. 
He urged them not to 
relent in their efforts at 
marketing the 'Lagos 
b rand '  to  potent ia l  
intending pilgrims, but 
continue to bring more 
patronage to the state. 
He also promised that 
their efforts would not be 
in vain. 
The Board Secretary, Mr. 
A b d u l H a k e e m  
Ajomagberin, stated that 
as formidable partners, 

the State Government 
has absolute confidence 
in them to deliver and 
add value to the much-
expected success in the 
2026 Hajj and Umrah 
operations more than 
before. He also urged 
them to always abide by 
the guidelines of the 
Saudi authorities and 
NAHCON. 
I n  h i s  a d d r e s s ,  t h e  
C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  
stakeholders, Alhaji Rabiu 
Olowo expressed his 
appreciation to Governor 
Babajide Olusola Sanwo-
Olu, his deputy, Dr. Kadri 
Obafemi Hamzat, Hon. 
Commissioner for Home 
Af fa i r s ,  the  Spec ia l  
A d v i s e r  o n  I s l a m i c  
M a t t e r s ,  t h e  B o a r d  
Secretary and members 
of staff for providing them 
a conducive atmosphere 
to contribute their quota 
to the successes of Hajj 
and Umrah operations.
He pledged on behalf of 

his members to continue 
to improve in their efforts 
to bring more intending 
pilgrims to patronise the 
State for spiritually fulfilling 
a n d  r e w a r d i n g  
pilgrimages. 
I n  a  r e l a t e d  
development, the Board 
S e c r e t a r y ,  M r .  

A b d u l H a k e e m  
A j o m a g b e r i n ,  o n  
T h u r s d a y ,  l e d  h i s  
management team on a 
courtesy visit to a very 
important stakeholder 
and sponsor, Alhaji Libari 
Oseni, in his Lagos home. 
The purpose of the visit 
w a s  t o  f o r m a l l y  

a p p rec i a te  h i m fo r  
sponsoring a substantial 
number of pilgrims to the 
last Hajj exercise. Prayers 
were also offered for him 
whi le his  support in 
sponsoring more pilgrims 
for the 2026 Hajj exercise 
was sought. 
In his response, Alhaji 

O s e n i  a p p r e c i a t e d  
Ajomagberin and his 
team for finding time to 
visit him and promised to 
continue to patronise the 
board  fo r  the  ho ly  
pilgrimage as long as 
Allah makes it possible for 
him.

Quality Education: Sanwo-Olu Commits To Partnering With UBEC 

L
a g o s  S t a t e  

G o v e r n o r ,  M r .  
Babajide Olusola 

Sanwo-Olu, has stated 
that his administration is 
ready to collaborate 
with the Universal Basic 
Education Commission 
(UBEC) to prov ide 
q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  
across the country, 
especially in Lagos.
Sanwo-Olu affirmed this 
t o d a y  d u r i n g  a  
Courtesy Visit by the 
Executive Secretary 
and Board Members of 
UBEC Board held at the 
Office of the Deputy 
G o v e r n o r ,  t h e  
Roundhouse, Alausa, 
Ikeja.
The Governor, who was 
represented by his 
D e p u t y ,  D r .  K a d r i  
O b a f e m i  H a m z a t ,  
noted that education is 
the foundat ion of  
national development, 
and it must remain the 
priority of the nation, 
particularly states.
His words, "In 2025, no 
child in Nigeria should 
be left out of school. 
Education should not 
be about region or 
culture, or tradition; it is 
a fundamental right. If 
w e  g e t  p r i m a r y  
education right, the 
future of our children 
will be secure."
T h e  G o v e r n o r ,  
therefore, stated his 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
partnering with the 
U B E C  t o  p r o v i d e  
qual i f ied teachers,  
proper security, and full 
infrastructure for the 
Smart Model School, 
built by the Commission 
in Lagos.
S p e a k i n g  f u r t h e r ,  
Sanwo-Olu highlighted 
the need for peer 
review among states, 
encouraging a real-
t i m e  k n o w l e d g e  
sharing by UBEC to aid 
the needs of every 
state, adding that the 
best practices in Lagos 
and other regions can 
b e  r e p l i c a t e d  
nationwide for the 
overall development of 
the country.
Citing Badagry's history 
as a former slave route, 
the Governor stressed 
the importance of 
education in securing 
N i g e r i a ' s  s e l f -
s u f f i c i e n c y ,  
e m p h a s i z i n g  t h a t  
Nigeria never again 
depends on external 
powers for its progress.
He commended the 
c o m m i s s i o n ' s  n e w  
funding model, which 
allows states to apply 
resources according to 
their specific needs 
rather than a one-size-
fits-all approach, is a 
w e l c o m e  
development in the 
country.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h e  
a d m o n i s h e d  
education stakeholders 
to consider data-driven 
p lann ing,  s t ronger  
attention to special 
needs in the education 
sector, and proactive 
hea l th  checks  fo r  
pupils, including vision 
a n d  h e a r i n g  
assessments, to ensure 
no child is left behind.
Earlier in her remark, the 
Executive Secretary, 
U n i v e r s a l  B a s i c  
Education Commission 
(UBEC), Aisha Garba, 
stated that the board is 
i n  L a g o s  t o  s e e k  
partnership with the 
state Government in 
providing qual i f ied 
t e a c h e r s ,  p r o p e r  
security, transportation 
for students, and full 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
completion for the 
Smart Model School, 
built by the Commission 
in Badagry.
Garba added that to 
m a k e  t h e  s c h o o l  
functional, the state 
g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  
support and sustain it. 
She said that the school 
has the capacity to 
accommodate almost 
a thousand students, 
w i t h  a  l o t  o f  
technological facilities 
that the commission 
procured in terms of 
c o m p u t e r s ,  s m a r t  
interactive boards, 
among others.

"We built the Smart 
School at Iworo-Ajido, 
Badagry, Lagos State, 
which happens to host 
one of the largest smart 
schools built by UBEC. 
So it's very important 
t h a t  w e  p a r t n e r  
together to see how we 
c a n  s u s t a i n  t h a t  
investment in terms of 
ensuring teachers are 
recruited by the state, 
also to ensure that at 
l e a s t  t h e r e ' s  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  
students, as well as 
ensuring the security in 
that particular school," 
she said.
Speaking further, the 
Executive Secretary 
noted that Lagos is 
leading in terms of 
a c h i e v i n g  t h e  
outcomes in education 
in the country, adding 
that the commission 
hosting its quarterly 
meeting in the state 
al lows other  State 
U n i v e r s a l  B a s i c  
E d u c a t i o n  B o a r d s  
(SUBEBs) to see the 
Lagos model in terms of 
d e l i v e r i n g  q u a l i t y  
education.
"We decided to host 
t h e  s e n i o r  
management retreat in 
Lagos for the Southern 
Zone because when it 
comes to education, 
Lagos is leading in 
outcomes. So for us, it's 
very important that we 
pick a state where we 

want to manage all our 
operations through one 
of the best models 
established within the 
country," Garba stated.
T h e  E x e c u t i v e  
Secretary, therefore, 
calls for a partnership 
between the Lagos 
State Government and 
UBEC in all aspects, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
partnership with the 
private sector, as the 
state has one of the 
largest private sector 
educat ion  se rv ice  
providers in the country, 
adding that there are 
low learning outcomes 
across all other states.
According to her, "We 
want to really work with 
you to see how this 
particular model can 
be replicated. We are 
delighted that private 
sector can take the 
lead in many of our 
states across Nigeria in 
working with us to 
improve access and 
quality of education, 
just the way they did 
here in Lagos, as well as 
also work with the 
p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  
themselves to see how 
we can encourage 
them to go and set up 
t h e s e  s c h o o l s ,  
especially the low-cost 
private schools in some 
parts of the Southern 
Nigeria, especially the 
neighbor ing s tates  
around here. 
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Tourism: Lagos GP Marks The 
First E1 Race in Africa 

T
h e 

organisers 

o f  the E1 

Series and the 

L a g o s  S t a t e 

Government on 

has expressed 

their readiness 

to hold a world-

class E1 Electric 

P o w e r b o a t 

Championship 

that will bring 

over 250 sports 

p e r s o n a l i t i e s 

together next 

m o n t h  i n 

N i g e r i a ' s 

commercial 

and economic 

capital, Lagos.
They said the 

landmark event 

that would be 

taking place in 

Africa for the 

 r s t  t i m e , 

b e t w e e n 

October 3 and 5 

i n  V i c t o r i a 

I s l a n d , 

s y m b o l i s e s 

L a g o s ' 

commitment to 

clean energy 

a n d  c l i m a t e 

a c t i o n , 

promotion of 

i n n o v a t i o n , 

tourism, cultural 

e x c h a n g e , 

c o m m e r c e , 

sustainabi l i ty , 

w a t e r 

transportation 

a n d  s p o r t s 

potential.
The E1 Lagos GP 

is more than a 

sporting event. It 

i s  h i s t o r y  i n 

motion. For the 

rst  t ime, the 

world's only all-

e l e c t r i c 

p o w e r b o a t 

championship 

c o m e s  t o 

African waters, 

placing Lagos 

a l o n g s i d e 

M o n a c o , 

V e n i c e ,  a n d 

Jeddah as  a 

global host city. 

The event is a 

major milestone 

for the sport and 

for Lagos' role in 

g l o b a l 

su s ta inab i l i t y 

conversations.
Speaking during 

a press parley 

on Monday, the 

Chief Executive 

Ofcer (CEO) of 

E1 Series, Mr. 

Rodi Basso, said 

L a g o s 

competed with 

o t h e r  g l o b a l 

cities to secure 

t h e  h o s t i n g 

r ight s ,  wh ich 

would open the 

state for more 

i n v e s t m e n t 

opportunities in 

g l o b a l  s p o r t 

a n d 

entertainment.
Whi le  h int ing 

that nine teams, 

including Didier 

D r o g b a  a n d 

W i l l  S m i t h 

teams, will be in 

Lagos for the 

electric boat 

racing, Basso 

assu red that 

t h e 

t e c h n o l o g y -

d r i v e n  s p o r t 

w o u l d  b e 

s u s t a i n e d  i n 

p a r t n e r s h i p 

with the Lagos 

Continue on pageX
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Tourism Ministry, Pulse Africa Collaborate
To Showcase Lagos Creative Economy 

T
h e  L a g o s 
S t a t e 
Ministry of 

T o u r i s m ,  A r t s 
and Culture has 
entered into a 
s t r a t e g i c 
partnership with 
Pulse Africa to 
spotlight Lagos 
a s  A f r i c a ' s 
leading hub for 
t o u r i s m , 
creativity, and 
c u l t u r a l 
heritage
The partnership 
w a s 
a n n o u n c e d 
d u r i n g  a 
courtesy visit on 
T h u r s d a y  b y 
Pulse Media's 
C E O ,  M s . 
Katharina Link 
and her team to 
t h e  S p e c i a l 
Adviser to the 
G o v e r n o r  o n 
T o u r i s m ,  A r t s 
and Culture, Mr. 
Idris Aregbe, in 
Alausa.
T h e  S p e c i a l 
A d v i s e r 
c o m m e n d e d 
P u l s e  f o r 
c o n s i s t e n t l y 
a m p l i f y i n g 
N i g e r i a ' s 
c r e a t i v e 
industries, youth 
c u l t u r e ,  a n d 
popular trends. 
He descr ibed 
the organisation 
a s  a  n a t u r a l 
partner for the 
state's tourism 
agenda due to 
i t s  s t r o n g 
c o n n e c t i o n 
w i t h  y o u n g 
audiences.
“Pulse is a 

s t r a t e g i c 
partner whose 
s t o r y t e l l i n g 
power can help 
us project the 
Lagos  o f  ou r 
d r e a m s .  T h i s 
collaboration is 
a b o u t 
a m p l i f y i n g 
Lagos  to  the 
wor ld .  Lagos 
gains a stronger 
cultural voice, 
w h i l e  P u l s e 
strengthens its 
leadersh ip in 
s h a p i n g 
conversations 
around tourism, 
a r t s ,  a n d 
c u l t u r e , ” 
Aregbe said.
H e  a l s o 
h i g h l i g h t e d 
s o m e  o f  t h e 
M i n i s t r y ' s 
 a g s h i p 
programmes, 
including: 101 
Days in Lagos 

(September 26 – 
J a n u a r y  4 ) , 
Lagos Cultural 
Weekend, Skill 
Up Lagos, Lagos 
T o u r i s m  N B C 
Trade Fair, E1 
Championship 
a n d  o t h e r 
youth-focused 
projects. 
T h e  S p e c i a l 
A d v i s e r 
revealed that 
P u l s e  w o u l d 
serve not only as 
a  p u b l i s h i n g 
partner but also 
a s  t h e  l e a d 
media partner 
for the Lagos 
Cultural Mission.
In her remarks, 
M s .  L i n k 
expressed Pulse 
A f r i c a ' s 
commitment to 
s h o w c a s i n g 
Lagos' creative 
pulse.
“Pulse is 

p a s s i o n a t e 
a b o u t 
highlighting the 
e n e r g y , 
creativity, and 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
t h a t  L a g o s 
represents. We 
see ourselves as 
a platform that 
amplies voices, 
s p o t l i g h t s 
h idden gems, 
and connects 
L a g o s  t o 
a u d i e n c e s 
across Nigeria 
and beyond,” 
she said.
A l s o  a t  t h e 
meeting was Ms. 
T a n a z  o f 
A w a r i / L o s t  i n 
L a g o s ,  w h o 
emphasised the 
importance of 
partnerships in 
s h a p i n g  t h e 
c i ty ' s  cu l tu ra l 
identity. 
She noted that 

collaborations 
b e t w e e n 
m e d i a 
platforms and 
g o v e r n m e n t 
could redene 
how Lagos i s 
e x p e r i e n c e d 
globally.
I n  a  r e l a t e d 
engagement, 
Mr. Aregbe also 
h o s t e d  M s . 
Abosede Shafer 
and her team, 
organisers  of 
the upcoming 
in te rnat iona l 
b o x i n g 
t o u r n a m e n t 
Chaos in the 
Ring, scheduled 
for October 1 in 
Lagos.
The organisers 
disclosed that 
the event will 
feature over 150 
a t h l e t e s , 
including more 

t h a n  5 0 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
b o x e r s ,  w i t h 
global boxing 
icon Anthony 
J o s h u a 
conrming his 
attendance. 
The tournament, 
they added, will 
integrate sports, 
c u l t u r e ,  a n d 
tourism, further 
p o s i t i o n i n g 
L a g o s  a s  a 
g l o b a l 
entertainment 
hub.
M r .  A r e g b e 
p r a i s e d  t h e 
i n i t i a t i v e , 
s t res s ing  that 
s u c h  e v e n t s 
r e i n f o r c e  t h e 
state's vision of 
b e c o m i n g  a 
w o r l d - c l a s s 
destination for 
tourism, culture, 
s p o r t s ,  a n d 
entertainment.
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Physical Planning Commissioner Highlights 
Importance of Layout Plans 

h e 

TCommissio
n e r  f o r 

P h y s i c a l 
P lanning and 
U r b a n 
Development, 
D r .  O l u y i n k a 
O l u m i d e  h a s 
emphasised the 
signicance of 
layout plans for 
e s t a t e 
developments 
in Lagos State.
Speaking during 
a live chat on 
R a d i o  L a g o s 
1 0 7 . 5  F M ' s 
Y o r u b a 
p r o g r a m m e , 
"Ojutaiye"  on 
Wednesday, Dr. 
O l u m i d e 
explained that 
a layout plan 
was a crucial 
requirement for 
a l l  l a n d 
developments 
spanning 10,000 
square metres 

or more.
He said that a 
l a y o u t  p l a n 
served several 
p u r p o s e s , 
i n c l u d i n g 
d e s i g n a t i n g 
different land 
u s e s  a n d 
allocating them 
t o  s u i t a b l e 
areas, planning 
ut i l i t y  needs , 

such as power, 
w a t e r ,  a n d 
waste disposal 
a s  w e l l  a s 
d e s i g n i n g 
d r a i n a g e 
n e t w o r k s  t o 
p r e v e n t 
ood ing  and 
creating road 
n e t w o r k s  t o 
ensure effective 
c o n n e c t i v i t y 

w i t h i n  t h e 
estate.
Dr. Olumide said 
t h a t  s o m e 
d e v e l o p e r s 
e x p l o i t  t h e 
h o u s i n g 
s h o r t a g e  b y 
 o u t i n g 
r e g u l a t i o n s , 
compromis ing 
c o m m u n i t i e s ' 
well-being and 

the State's vision 
o f  a  l i v a b l e , 
organised, and 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
p h y s i c a l 
environment. 
H e 
c o m m e n d e d 
developers who 
h a v e 
responded to 
the min i s t ry ' s 
c a l l  t o 
regularise their 
s t a t u s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y 
t h o s e  l i s t e d 
among the 176 
estates without 
l a y o u t 
approvals.
On the amnesty 
programme for 
e x i s t i n g 
b u i l d i n g s 
w i t h o u t 
p l a n n i n g 
p e r m i t s ,  D r . 
O l u m i d e 
offered hope to 
L a g o s i a n s , 
stating that the 
p r o g r a m m e 
m i g h t  b e 

r e i n t r o d u c e d 
soon, "Due to the 
success of the 
A m n e s t y 
P r o g r a m m e 
introduced last 
year  wi th the 
g r a c i o u s 
a p p r o v a l  o f 
G o v e r n o r 
B a b a j i d e 
Sanwo-Olu, we 
a r e  s t r o n g l y 
c o n s i d e r i n g 
re in t roduc ing 
the Programme 
for another three 
months", he said.
T h e 
Commiss ioner 
emphasised the 
importance of 
a d h e r i n g  t o 
p l a n n i n g 
regulations to 
e n s u r e 
sustainable and 
w e l l - p l a n n e d 
developments in 
L a g o s  S t a t e , 
highlighting the 
government ' s 
role in the built 
sector.

Court  Sentences Man To Prison For Illegal Drug Deals
JUDICIARY

By Felix Kuyinu 

A
 25-year-
old man, 
F a r u k 

M u m u n i ,  h a s 
b e e n 
sentenced to jail 
over offences of 
d e a l i n g  i n 
trafcking and 
s a l e  o f 
p r o h i b i t e d 
drugs.
At the Federal 
High Court  in 
Lagos on Friday, 
M u m u n i  w a s 
jai led for two 

years alongside 
an imposed ne 
of N5 million for 
u n l a w f u l l y 
dealing in 149 
kilogrammes of 
C a n n a b i s 
S a t i v a ,  a s 
relayed by the 
National Drug 
L a w 
E n f o r c e m e n t 
A g e n c y , 
NDLEA.
T h e  N D L E A 
noted that the 
c o n v i c t  w a s 
a r r e s t e d  o n 
August 13, 2025, 
at Mushin area 

of  s tate and 
faced a two-
count charge 
under Section 
1 1 ( c )  o f  t h e 
agency's Act, 
Cap N30, Laws 
o f  t h e 
Federation of 
Nigeria, 2004.
N D L E A 
p r o s e c u t i o n 
counsel, Buhari 
A b d u l a h i , 
reviewed the 
case, tendered 
the  exh ib i t s , 
and urged the 
c o u r t  t o 

convict him on 
the strength of 
his plea and the 
e v i d e n c e 
provided.
However,  the 
d e f e n c e 
c o u n c i l , 
E m m a n u e l 
O k e n y i , 
p l e a d e d  f o r 
l e n i e n c y , 
stressing that the 
convict was a 
 r s t - t i m e 
offender who 
admitted guilt 
at the earliest 
opportunity and 
e x p r e s s e d 

remorse.
“My Lord, the 
convict did not 
waste the time 
o f  t h i s 
h o n o u r a b l e 
court," Okenyi 
said.
"He i s  deeply 
remorseful and 
pleads for the 
mercy  o f  the 
court. We urge 
Your Lordship to 
temper justice 
with mercy and 
consider a non-
c u s t o d i a l 
sentence with 

an  opt ion  o f 
ne."
The court judge, 
D e h i n d e 
Dipeolu, after 
reviewing the 
evidence and 
s u b m i s s i o n s , 
found Mumuni 
g u i l t y  a s 
charged.
In his judgment, 
Justice Dipeolu 
s e n t e n c e d 
Mumuni to two 
y e a r s ' 
imprisonment, 
effective from 
the date of his 
arrest.
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Lawmaker Canvasses Against 
SGBV In Epe

L
a w m a k e r 
representin
g  E p e 

F e d e r a l 
Constituency at 
the House of 
Representatives
, Wale Raji, has 
urged residents 
i n  t h e 
community to 
a c t  a g a i n s t 
occurrences of 
S e x u a l  a n d 
Gender Based 
Violence, SGBV, 
i n  t h e 
community.
Raji advocated 
a g a i n s t  t h e 
u n l a w f u l  a c t 
describing it as 

a  d e e p l y 
painful reality 
t h a t  i s 
n e g a t i v e l y 
affecting the 
s o c i e t y  a n d 
must no longer 
be tolerated.
The legislator 
said that the 
s c o u r g e 
cont inues  to 
a f f e c t 
d a u g h t e r s , 
sisters, mothers, 
and even sons, 
many of whom 
suffer in silence.
“This must stop. 
No tradition, no 
c u l t u r e ,  n o 
e x c u s e  c a n 
ever justify the 
v i o l a t i o n  o f 

another human 
being,” he said.
" T h e  E p e 
c o m m u n i t y , 
known for  i t s 
v a l u e s  a n d 
dignity, must rise 
i n  u n i t y  t o 
p r o t e c t  t h e 

vulnerable and 
s u p p o r t 
survivors."
Raji, who also 
s e r v e s  a s 
Chairman of the 
H o u s e 
Committee on 
L i v e s t o c k 

Development, 
p l e d g e d  h i s 
c o n t i n u e d 
advocacy for 
stronger laws to 
s a f e g u a r d 
victims of SGBV, 
a s  w e l l  a s 
s u p p o r t  f o r 
c o m m u n i t y 
education, law 
enforcement, 
and outreach 
programs.
The lawmaker 
c a l l e d  o n 
parents to raise 
chi ldren who 
value empathy 
over ego and 
humanity over 
dominance. He 
a d d e d ,  “ T o 
every survivor 
read ing  th i s : 
Y o u  a r e  n o t 
alone. You are 

not to blame. 
Y o u  d e s e r v e 
healing, justice, 
and peace.
"Our people of 
E p e  F e d e r a l 
Constituency to 
r e m a i n  b o l d , 
v i g i l a n t ,  a n d 
u n i t e d  i n 
creat ing safe 
homes, schools, 
worship centers, 
a n d  p u b l i c 
spaces.
“Together, we 
c a n  b u i l d  a 
c o m m u n i t y 
where no one 
has to suffer in 
s i l e n c e  a n d 
w h e r e  e v e r y 
voice is heard, 
protected, and 
v a l u e d , ”  h e  
added.

By Felix Kuyinu 

T
h e 

E x e c u t i v e 
Chairman of 

E t i -Osa Local 
G o v e r n m e n t , 
Omo'ba Adeola 
Alimot Adetoro, 
reafrmed her 

administration's 
commitment to 
c r e a t i n g  a n 
e n a b l i n g 
environment for 
b u s i n e s s e s 
r e c e n t l y , 
f o l l o w i n g  a 

courtesy visit by 
the Directors of 
Prince Ebeano 
Supermarket to 
t h e  c o u n c i l 
secretariat.
The delegation, 
l e d  b y  M r . 

Abayomi  Ige, 
p r a i s e d  t h e 
c o u n c i l  f o r 
p o l i c i e s  a n d 
initiatives that 
c o n t i n u e  t o 
a t t r a c t  a n d 
sustain private 
s e c t o r 
investment in Eti-
Osa. He noted 
t h a t  t h e 
s u p e r m a r k e t 
chain, which has 
grown into one 
o f  N i g e r i a ' s 
leading reta i l 
brands, remains 
committed to 
s u p p o r t i n g 
c o m m u n i t y 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
and contributing 
t o  t h e  l o c a l 
economy.
D i s c u s s i o n s 

d u r i n g  t h e 
m e e t i n g 
c e n t e r e d  o n 
ways to deepen 
co l laborat ion 
b e t w e e n  t h e 
l o c a l 
g o v e r n m e n t 
a n d  p r i v a t e 
businesses, with 
e m p h a s i s  o n 
r e g u l a t o r y 
c o m p l i a n c e , 
c o r p o r a t e 
respons ib i l i ty , 
and sustainable 
service delivery.
Adetoro, in her 
r e m a r k s , 
c o m m e n d e d 
Prince Ebeano 
for its consistent 
investments and 
j o b  c r e a t i o n 
within Eti-Osa, 
a s s u r i n g  t h e 

company of the 
c o u n c i l ' s  f u l l 
support. 
She stressed that 
e f f e c t i v e 
p a r t n e r s h i p s 
with the private 
s e c t o r  a r e 
critical to driving 
e c o n o m i c 
g r o w t h  a n d 
improving the 
living standards 
of residents.
T h e  v i s i t 
h ighl ights  the 
growing synergy 
between local 
g o v e r n m e n t 
authorities and 
retail investors in 
L a g o s , 
reinforcing Eti-
Osa's position as 
a  h u b  f o r 
commerce and 
enterprise.

Ebeano, Eti-Osa Council Forge Stronger 
Business Ties

Eti-Osa
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COWLSO, Ibeju-Lekki Council 
Hosts Free Medical Outreach

R
esidents 

of Ibeju-

L e k k i 

beneted from 

a Free Medical 

Out reach  on 

W e d n e s d a y , 

September 3, 

2 0 2 5 ,  a s  t h e 

Committee of 

Wives of Lagos 

State Ofcials 

( C O W L S O ) 

partnered with 

the Ibeju-Lekki 

L o c a l 

G o v e r n m e n t 

and Lekki LCDA 

t o  b r i n g 

h e a l t h c a r e 

services closer 

t o  t h e 

community.
T h e 

p r o g r a m m e , 

h e l d  a t  t h e 

c o u n c i l 

s e c r e t a r i a t 

from 9:00 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m., 

o f f e r e d 

screenings for 

blood pressure, 

d i a b e t e s , 

hepatitis B & C, 

t u b e r c u l o s i s 

(TB),  cerv ical 

a n d  b r e a s t 

cancer, as well 

as dental and 

e y e  c h e c k s . 

H e a l t h 

e d u c a t i o n 

sess ions were 

also provided to 

e n c o u r a g e 

p r e v e n t i v e 

care.
The initiative is 

p a r t  o f 

C O W L S O ' s 

grassroots health 

c a m p a i g n , 

“Healthy for All: 

Bridging Gaps, 

B u i l d i n g  a 

Healthy Future,” 

w h i c h  e a r l i e r 

took  med ica l 

s e r v i c e s  t o 

M u s h i n  a n d 

Makoko. 
Lagos First Lady 

and COWLSO 

Chairperson, Dr. 

Ibijoke Sanwo-

Olu, described 

the outreach as 

a  “ g i f t  o f 

h e a l t h ”  t o 

L a g o s i a n s , 

s t r e s s i n g  t h e 

importance of 

early detection 

a n d  t i m e l y 

treatment.
The outreach 

a l s o 

complements 

Lagos State's 

Ilera Eko Health 

S c h e m e , 

d e s i g n e d  t o 

e x p a n d 

a f f o r d a b l e 

h e a l t h c a r e 

a c c e s s . 

O r g a n i z e r s 

urged residents 

to adopt routine 

health checks, 

n o t i n g  t h a t 

“ h e a l t h  i s 

wealth.”
Wi th  ongo ing 

collaborations, 

m o r e  L a g o s 

communities are 

e x p e c t e d  t o 

b e n e  t  f r o m 

similar medical 

interventions in 

t h e  c o m i n g 

months.

Atume Terfa

Olowa Tackles Expressway Encroachment 
by Traders

T
h e 

E x e c u t i v e 
C h a i r m a n 

of  Ibe ju-Lekk i 
L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t , 
H o n .  ( E n g r . ) 
Abdullahi Sesan 
O l o w a ,  h a s 
taken decisive 

steps to address 
the pers istent 
encroachment 
of the Lekki-Epe 
Expressway and 
w a l k w a y s  b y 
p l a n k  a n d 
b a m b o o 
traders.
O n  F r i d a y , 

August 29, 2025, 
O l o w a 
c o n v e n e d  a 
c r u c i a l 
s takeholders ' 
meeting at the 
c o u n c i l 
secretariat in 
Igando-Oloja 
w i t h 
representatives 
of the Bamboo 
M a r k e t e r s 
A s s o c i a t i o n , 
United Timber 
Merchant Plank 
Sellers, and the 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
P l a n k  a n d 
B u i l d i n g 
M a t e r i a l s 
Association.
D u r i n g  t h e 
m e e t i n g , 
O l o w a 
u n d e r s c o r e d 
t h e  u r g e n t 
need for traders 
t o  r e l o c a t e 
f r o m  t h e 
e x p r e s s w a y 

and roadside to 
a des ignated 
market space 
t h a t  w o u l d 
g u a r a n t e e 
s a f e t y , 
orderliness, and 
easier access for 
customers.
“ T h e 
g o v e r n m e n t 
c a n n o t 
c o n d o n e  t h e 
environmental 
n u i s a n c e 
c r e a t e d  b y 
indiscr iminate 
trading. Daily, 
w e  s p e n d 
s u b s t a n t i a l 
a m o u n t s  o n 
e v a c u a t i n g 
w a s t e ,  y e t 
s a w d u s t  a n d 
timber debris are 
often dumped 
o n  r o a d s , 
walkways, and 
even drainage 
c h a n n e l s , ” 
Olowa stated.

He urged the 
associations to 
e n f o r c e 
d i s c i p l i n e 
a m o n g  t h e i r 
members and 
assured that the 
c o u n c i l  w a s 
committed to 
w o r k i n g  w i t h 
them to secure a 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
s o l u t i o n .  H e 
proposed the 
creat ion of  a 
c e n t r a l i z e d 
m a r k e t p l a c e 
that could be 
named “Ibeju-
L e k k i  P l a n k 
D e a l e r s 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
Market,” which 
would serve as a 
permanent hub 
for timber and 
bamboo sales.
In response, the 
Zonal Chairman 
o f  t h e  P l a n k 
Association in 
Ibeju-Lekki, Mr. 

A f o l a b i 
M u y i d e e n , 
revealed that 
the association 
h a d  a l r e a d y 
acquired a 10-
h e c t a r e  s i t e 
registered with 
the Lagos State 
G o v e r n m e n t . 
H o w e v e r ,  h e 
n o t e d  t h a t 
a c c e s s 
r e m a i n e d  a 
challenge due 
t o  s w a m p y 
t e r r a i n ,  w i t h 
a b o u t  3 0 0 
meters of road 
yet to be sand-
lled.
M u y i d e e n 
appealed to the 
c o u n c i l  f o r 
a s s i s t a n c e  i n 
making the road 
m o t o r a b l e , 
s t ress ing that 
r e l o c a t i o n 
would only be 
feasible if the 
s i t e  w a s 
accessible.

P.16



w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday  8th September  - Sunday 14th September  2025JUDICIARY

Man Jailed 3 years for damagine rail Line

A
 ruling at 
t h e 
E b u t e 

Meta Court in 
L a g o s  h a s 
i m p o s e d  a 
three-year jail 
te rm aga in s t 
one Daniel Joe 
w h o  w a s 
declared guilty 
of vandalizing a 
railway line.
J o e  w a s 
arraigned over 
the vandalizing 
act alongside 
an attempt to 
s t e a l  i r o n 
materials from 
the Signal and 
Telecommunic
a t i o n s 
Workshop of the 
N i g e r i a n 
R a i l w a y 
C o r p o r a t i o n , 
NRC.
The prosecution 
held that the 
c o n v i c t 
commited the 
o f f e n c e s  o n 
March 27, 2025 

a n d  a l s o 
highl ights the 
N i g e r i a n 
government 's 
rm stance on 
p r o t e c t i n g 
investments in 
t h e  r a i l w a y 
s e c t o r ,  a n 
e s s e n t i a l 
component of 
the count ry ' s 
ongoing drive 

t o w a r d 
e c o n o m i c 
rev i ta l i sa t ion 
and sustainable 
mobility under 
the Renewed 
Hope Agenda.
During the court 
proceedings, a 
representative 
of the Nigerian 
R a i l w a y 
C o r p o r a t i o n , 

N R C ,  w h o 
p l e a d e d 
anonymity, said, 
"The vandalism 
o f  r a i l w a y 
f a c i l i t i e s  i s  a 
serious offence 
w i t h  g r a v e 
implications,.
“ B e y o n d  t h e 
nancial cost of 
r e p a i r s  a n d 
de lays ,  these 

actions put lives 
a t  r i s k  a n d 
undermine the 
progress we are 
m a k i n g  i n 
t r a n s f o r m i n g 
t h e  n a t i o n ' s 
transportation 
network.”
T h e  N R C 
re i terated i t s 
u n w a v e r i n g 

commitment to 
s e c u r i n g  i t s 
a s s e t s , 
announcing the 
strengthening of 
internal security 
m e a s u r e s , 
s t r a t e g i c 
partnerships with 
l a w 
e n f o r c e m e n t 
agencies, and 
c o n t i n u e d 
c o m m u n i t y 
engagement to 
c u r b  t h e 
m e n a c e  o f 
r a i l w a y 
vandalism.
The body also 
c a l l e d  o n  a l l 
N i g e r i a n s  t o 
remain vigilant 
and report any 
s u s p i c i o u s 
activity around 
railway facilities, 
e m p h a s i s i n g 
t h a t 
s a f e g u a r d i n g 
t h e  n a t i o n ' s 
railway system is 
a  c o l l e c t i v e 
responsibility.

By Felix Kuyinu 

T
w o  m e n , 
A b u b a k a r 
Sadiq and 

I sah  Ib rah im, 
h a v e  b e e n 
j a i l e d  f o r 
cont raven ing 
the Lagos State 
l a w s  t h r o u g h 
Illicit drug deals.
Sadiq, 25, and 
I b r a h i m ,  2 7 , 
were convicted 
after pleading 
g u i l t y  t o  a n 
amended two-
count charge 
for  unlawful ly 
deal ing in  11 

kilogrammes of 
C a n n a b i s 
Sativa.
While arraigning 
the  duo,  the 
National Drug 
L a w 
E n f o r c e m e n t 
A g e n c y , 
N D L E A , 
presented the 
f a c t s  o f  t h e 
c a s e  a n d 
t e n d e r e d 
e x h i b i t s  t o 
s u p p o r t  t h e 
prosecution.
Their counsel, 
Evans Ajoku, in 
h i s  p l e a  f o r 

mercy, asked 
the  cour t  to 
i m p os e  nes 
i n s t e a d  o f 
c u s t o d i a l 
sentences.
“My Lord, the 
defendants are 
y o u n g  m e n 
w h o  h a v e 
shown remorse 
and pleaded 
guilty without 
hesitation. They 
p ray  fo r  the 
court's mercy,” 
Ajoku pleaded.
J u s t i c e 
D e h i n d e 
D i p e o l u 
s e n t e n c e d 

each of them to 
s i x  m o n t h s ' 
imprisonment or 
a   n e  o f 
N500,000  each 
o n  t h e   r s t 
count.
Sadiq received 

an additional six-
month term or a 
ne of N600,000 
on the second 
count.
Accord ing to 
the prosecution, 
t h e  o f f e n c e s 

c o m m i t t e d 
c o n t r a v e n e d  
Sections 11(c) 
and 14(b) of the 
NDLEA Act, Cap 
N30, Laws of the 
Federat ion of 
Nigeria, 2004.

By Felix Kuyinu 

Two Men Jailed For Possessing Prohibited Drug
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Bada Reaffirms Commitment to 
Education, Distributes Free GCE Forms

T
h e 

Cha i rman 
of Ikosi Isheri 

Local Council 
Development 
Area (LCDA), 
Princess Samiat 
Abolanle Bada, 
has reiterated 
h e r 
administration's 
commitment to 
education and 
y o u t h 
empowerment. 
She made this 
known at the 
a n n u a l  F r e e 
G C E  F o r m 
D i s t r i b u t i o n 

ceremony.
According to 
Princess Bada, 
the in i t iat ive, 
which started 
several  years 
a g o ,  w a s 
d e s i g n e d  t o 
ensure that no 
child is denied 
the opportunity 
to further their 
education due 
t o   n a n c i a l 
constraints. She 
expressed pride 
in the fact that 
m a n y 
beneciaries of 
t h e  p r o g r a m 

have gone on 
t o  e x c e l  i n 
u n i v e r s i t i e s , 
polytechnics, 
and col leges 
across Nigeria, 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 
Ikosi Isheri LCDA 
with distinction.
The Chairman 
e m p h a s i z e d 
t h a t  h e r 
administration 
has consistently 
p l a c e d 
education and 
y o u t h 
empowerment 
at the heart of 
governance by 
i n v e s t i n g  i n 

s c h o o l s , 
supporting skills 
acquisition, and 
s u s t a i n i n g 
initiatives like the 
Free GCE Form 
Distribution. She 
a l s o  u r g e d 
residents to take 
responsibility for 
t h e i r  o w n 
empowerment, 
particularly by 
participating in 
v o t e r 
registration.
B a d a 
highlighted the 
o n g o i n g 
C o n t i n u o u s 

V o t e r 
R e g i s t r a t i o n 
(CVR) exercise 
a n d 
e n c o u r a g e d 
p a r e n t s , 
guardians, and 
eligible youths 
to obtain their 
P e r m a n e n t 
Voter's Cards 
( P V C s ) .  S h e 
stressed that the 
P V C  i s  a 
powerful tool for 
s h a p i n g  t h e 
f u t u r e  o f 
governance in 
the community, 
L a g o s  S t a t e , 
and Nigeria, as 
i t  e n a b l e s 
c i t i z e n s  t o 
support leaders 
who listen, care, 
and work for the 
people.

S h e  f u r t h e r 
c h a r g e d  t h e 
beneciaries of 
the Free GCE 
F o r m 
Distribution to 
study diligently 
a n d  e x c e l , 
promising that 
h e r 
administration 
would extend 
further support, 
including JAMB 
f o r m s  a n d 
scholarships for 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
students.
Reafrming her 

administration's 

commitment to 

b u i l d i n g  a 

stronger, more 

educated, and 

e m p o w e r e d 

Ikosi Isheri LCDA, 

Bada pledged 

t h a t 

developmental 

s t r i d e s  i n 

e d u c a t i o n , 

inf rast ructure, 

and healthcare 

would continue 

in her second 

term.
O n e  o f  t h e 

benec ia r ie s , 

O l u t a y o 

M o d e s i r e , 

e x p r e s s e d 

gratitude to the 

C h a i r m a n , 

saying: “Most of 

us took WAEC 

b e f o r e  b u t 

failed. This is like 

a  s e c o n d 

chance for us.” 

He commended 

h e r  f o r  h e r 

c o n s i s t e n t 

inves tment  in 

education and 

for initiatives in 

r o a d 

c o n s t r u c t i o n , 

healthcare, and 

y o u t h 

development.
Another student, 

D a u d ,  a l s o 

p r a i s e d  t h e 

Chairman for her 

s u p p o r t , 

describing her as 

a leader who 

h a s  o p e n e d 

d o o r s  o f 

opportunity for 

students in the 

council area.

Kehinde Adeleye 
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Ifako-Ijaiye LG Advances Ogundimu 
Primary School Fencing Project
T

h e 
administrati
on  o f  the 

the Chairman of 
I f a k o - I j a i y e 
L o c a l 
Government , 
Pr ince Usman 
Akanbi Hamzat 
( U A H ) ,  h a s 
a n n o u n c e d 
steady progress 
o n  t h e 
p e r i m e t e r 
fencing project 
at  Ogundimu 
Primary School, 
Iju-Ogundimu.
According to 
t h e  c o u n c i l , 
Phase One of 

the project is 
a l r e a d y  8 0 
p e r c e n t 
complete ,  a 
development 
that brings the 
school closer to 
a c h i e v i n g  a 
safer and more 
c o n d u c i v e 
l e a r n i n g 
environment.
O n 
W e d n e s d a y , 
t h e  c o u n c i l 
commenced 
Phase Two with 
the laying of 
the foundation 

f o r  t h e 
r e m a i n i n g 
stretch of the 
f e n c e , 
reinforcing its 
commitment to 
inf rast ructure 
renew a l  a nd 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
improvement.
“This milestone 
r e  e c t s  o u r 
dedication to 
d e l i v e r i n g 
development 
that residents 
can see and 
f e e l , ”  t h e 
counci l  sa id , 
noting that the 
U A H  P r o j e c t 

Monitoring and 
Evaluation Team 
( P M E T )  w i l l 
c o n t i n u e  t o 

supervise the 
p r o j e c t  a n d 
provide regular 
u p d a t e s  t o 

e n s u r e 
t r a n s p a r e n c y 
a n d 
accountability.

Kehinde Adeleye 

C
hairman 
o f 
M u s h i n 

L o c a l 
Government, Mr 
T u n b o s u n 
Haruna Aruwe, 
has successfully 
intervened in a 
d i s p u t e 
i n v o l v i n g 
l e a d e r s  o f 
D a l e k o 
E x t e n s i o n 
Market, bringing 
both parties to 
the  tab le  fo r 
peace talks.
The rift had been 
b e t w e e n  t h e 
I y a l o j a  o f 
Mushin, Alhaja 
Taibat Borokinni, 
the Balaloja of 
D a l e k o 
E x t e n s i o n 
M a r k e t ,  M r . 
Gafar  Akanni 
and the Market 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
headed by Mr. 
Chima O.
At the meeting 

h e l d  i n  t h e 
c o u n c i l 
s e c r e t a r i a t , 
b o t h  p a r t i e s 
presented their 
gr ievances in 
the presence of 
the Chairman 
a n d  t h e 
Council's Legal 
A d v i s e r .  T h e 

Legal Adviser 
claried that, 
u n d e r  t h e 
N i g e r i a n 
Cons t i tu t ion , 
every c i t i zen 
has the right to 
f r e e d o m  o f 
a s s o c i a t i o n , 
w h i l e  u t i l i t y 
payments and 

service charges 
remain lawfu l 
s o u r c e s  o f 
r e v e n u e  f o r 
m a r k e t 
associations.
A r u w e 
e m p h a s i z e d 
that no market 
l e a d e r  i s 
p e r m i t t e d  t o 

impose levies or 
c o l l e c t 
u n a u t h o r i z e d 
charges  f rom 
t r a d e r s  a f t e r 
sales. He urged 
the factions to 
a v o i d 
confrontation, 
e m b r a c e 
dialogue, and 
r e t u r n  t o  t h e 
roundtable to 
work out their 
dif ferences in 
the collective 
i n t e r e s t  o f 
p e a c e  a n d 
stability.
The council boss 
further directed 
the parties to 
c o n v e n e 
internal ly and 
submit a jointly 
signed resolution 
to the council, 
s t res s ing that 
c o o p e r a t i o n 
among market 
leaders was vital 

to  sus ta in ing 
g r o w t h  a n d 
h a r m o n y  i n 
D a l e k o 
e x t e n s i o n 
Market.
“ P e a c e  a n d 
understanding 
a r e  n o n -
negotiable for 
development. I 
expect you to 
reconcile and 
c o m e  b a c k 
w i t h  a  c l e a r 
resolution that 
reects unity,” 
Aruwe said.
W i t h  h i s 
i n t e r v e n t i o n , 
t h e  p a r t i e s 
a g r e e d  t o 
reconvene and 
chart  a path 
f o r w a r d , 
signaling hope 
f o r  l a s t i n g 
peace within 
t h e  m a r k e t 
community.

Aruwe Settles Daleko Market Rift
MUSHIN
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HOPE Initiative Delivers N75,000 Grants 
to Vulnerable Households in Ojokoro 

T
h e 

Household 

Prosperity 

Empowerment 

(HOPE) Initiative 

h a s  r e a c h e d 

Ojokoro Local 

C o u n c i l 

Development 

Area (LCDA), 

with vulnerable 

h o u s e h o l d s 

r e c e i v i n g 

�75,000 cash 

g rant s  under 

t h e  F e d e r a l 

Government's 

p o v e r t y 

a l l e v i a t i o n 

program.
The distribution, 

h e l d  o n 

W e d n e s d a y , 

September 3, 

2 0 2 5 ,  a t  t h e 

Ojokoro LCDA 

secretariat, was 

o r g a n i z e d  i n 

col laborat ion 

with the Federal 

M i n i s t r y  o f 

Humanitar ian 

A f f a i r s  a n d 

Poverty 

Reduction, the 

National Cash 

Transfer Ofce, 

the Lagos State 

M i n i s t r y  o f 

W e a l t h 

Creation and 

Emp loyment , 

and the Lagos 

S t a t e  C a s h 

Transfer Ofce.
Beneciar ies , 

drawn from the 

National Social 

Register (NSR), a 

d a t a b a s e  o f 

p o o r  a n d 

v u l n e r a b l e 

households 

across Nigeria 

w e r e  e a c h 

i s s u e d  a 

customized ATM 

card preloaded 

with �75,000. 
The initiative is 

part of efforts to 

b u i l d  h u m a n 

capacity and 

provide relief to 

families facing 

e c o n o m i c 

h a r d s h i p 

f o l l ow i ng  the 

removal of fuel 

subsidy.
The Chairman of 

Ojokoro LCDA, 

Hon. (Barr.) 

A d e n i k e 

Oluyemisi Rosiji, 

c o m m e n d e d 

t h e  F e d e r a l 

G o v e r n m e n t 

and its partners 

for bringing the 

program to the 

grassroots. She 

u r g e d 

beneciaries to 

invest the grant 

w i s e l y  t o 

improve their 

l i v e l i h o o d s , 

noting that the 

i n t e r v e n t i o n 

a l i g n s  w i t h 

President Bola 

Ahmed Tinubu's 

Renewed Hope 

Agenda.
“Your PVC is your 

v o i c e  i n 

governance,” 

s h e  a d d e d , 

e n c o u r a g i n g 

r e s i d e n t s  t o 

part ic ipate in 

t h e  o n g o i n g 

C o n t i n u o u s 

V o t e r 

R e g i s t r a t i o n 

(CVR) exercise 

to obtain new, 

t r a n s f e r ,  o r 

r e p l a c e  l o s t 

P e r m a n e n t 

V o t e r  C a r d s 

(PVCs).

Kehinde Adeleye 
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Ojokoro LCDA Reaffirms Ownership 
of Abattoir 

O
j o k o r o 
L o c a l 
Council 

Development 
A r e a  ( L C D A ) 
has reafrmed 
its authority over 
t h e  A b a t t o i r 
Meat Market, 
p l e d g i n g  t o 
resolve disputes 
a n d  r e s t o r e 
peace among 
traders. This was 
the outcome of 
a  c r u c i a l 
s takeho lder s ' 
meeting held 
on August 29, 
2 0 2 5 ,  a t  t h e 
Council Hall of 
t h e  L C D A 
Secretariat.
The Executive 
Chairman, Hon. 
(Barr.) Oluyemisi 
R o s i j i ,  w h o 
presided over 
t h e  m e e t i n g 

alongside key 
council ofcials, 
a d d r e s s e d 
long-standing 
t e n s i o n s , 
i n c l u d i n g 
d e m o l i t i o n 
t h r e a t s , 
l e a d e r s h i p 
disputes, and 
r u m o r s  o f 
interference.
In her remarks, 
R o s i j i 
c o m m e n d e d 
the resilience of 
traders despite 
r e c e n t 
challenges and 
assured them of 
h e r 
administration's 
u n w a v e r i n g 
s u p p o r t .  S h e 
noted her swift 
i n t e r v e n t i o n 
w i th  secu r i t y 
a g e n c i e s , 

i n c l u d i n g 
correspondenc
e  w i t h  t h e 
Divisional Police 
Ofcer (DPO), 
and directed 
the installation 
of signboards to 
reinforce that 
t h e  A b a t t o i r 
Meat  Market 
b e l o n g s  t o 
Ojokoro LCDA.
R e f u t i n g 
allegations that 
s h e  b r o u g h t 
thugs into the 
m a r k e t ,  t h e 
c h a i r m a n 
stressed that her 
act ions  were 
l a w f u l  a n d 
a i m e d  a t 
protecting the 
t r a d e r s ' 
interests.
“ O u r 
administration 
r e m a i n s 

committed to 
defending the 
e c o n o m i c 
lifeline that this 
m a r k e t 
represents,” she 
s a i d .  “ T h i s 
m a r k e t  w a s 
o f  c i a l l y 
released to the 
p e o p l e  o f 
Ojokoro during 
the tenure of 
President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu 
as Governor of 
Lagos State. I 
urge all leaders 
h e r e  t o 
embrace peace 
and unity as the 
foundation for 
progress.”
R o s i j i  a l s o 
underscored the 
n e e d  f o r 
environmental 
cleanliness and 
publ ic  heal th 

c o m p l i a n c e . 
She called for 
the election of a 
n e w  m a r k e t 
chairman and 
e x e c u t i v e s , 
excluding the 
Iyaloja from the 
p r o c e s s  t o 
e n s u r e 
neutrality.
Alhaja Sal ifat 
Oluyemi, Iyaloja 
G e n e r a l  o f 
Ojokoro LCDA, 
p r a i s e d  t h e 
c h a i r m a n ' s 
e f f o r t s  a n d 
urged traders to 
promptly report 
challenges for 
t i m e l y 
i n t e r v e n t i o n . 
S h e  a l s o 
c a u t i o n e d 
a g a i n s t 
complacency 
over demolition 
threats.

O t h e r 
s t a k e h o l d e r s 
raised concerns 
a b o u t 
administrat ive 
lapses, expired 
tenures ,  land 
d isputes ,  and 
p o o r 
documentation. 
They demanded 
b e t t e r 
i n s p e c t i o n s , 
proper record-
keeping,  and 
s t r o n g e r 
coordination to 
resolve lingering 
challenges.
At the close of 
t h e  m e e t i n g , 
p a r t i c i p a n t s 
u n a n i m o u s l y 
reafrmed that 
t h e  A b a t t o i r 
M e a t  M a r k e t 
belongs to the 
p e o p l e  o f 
O j o k o r o  a n d 
p l e d g e d  t o 
uphold peace, 
u n i t y ,  a n d 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
development in 
the market.
K e y  c o u n c i l 
o f  c i a l s  a n d 
s t a k e h o l d e r s 
p r e s e n t 
included Vice 
Chairman Hon. 
O y e k u n l e 
Tunde, Majority 
L e a d e r  H o n . 
Bosun, Council 
Manager Mrs. 
Akinola Mojisola, 
C o u n c i l 
T reasurer  Mrs . 
R a m a t  O k i i , 
Iyaloja General 
A lha ja Sa l i fat 
Oluyemi ,  and 
o t h e r  m a r k e t 
l e a d e r s  a n d 
representatives.
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WhatsApp Virtual Ajo: How Women
 Trust Strangers with Their Money

The rst time I 
h e a r d 
a b o u t 

o n l i n e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n 
g r o u p s  w a s 
d u r i n g  t h e 
height of the 
japa surge, the 
wave of mass 
emigration from 
Nigeria to other 
c o u n t r i e s .  A 
c o o r d i n a t o r 
h a d  t a k e n 
money from a 
W h a t s A p p 
c o n t r i b u t i o n 
g r o u p  a n d 
j a p a - e d , 
leaving dozens 
o f  w o m e n 
stranded and 
unpaid.
In another case, 
a woman who 
picked number 
o n e  o n  t h e 
p a y o u t  l i s t 
collected the 
 r s t  b u l k 
c o n t r i b u t i o n 
and vanished 
abroad, leaving 
the rest of the 
group confused 
and helpless. 
Y e t  d e s p i t e 
these s tor ies , 
o n l i n e  t h r i f t 
c i r c l e s  a r e 
growing fast . 
A c r o s s 
W h a t s A p p , 
Telegram, and 
e v e n 
F a c e b o o k , 
thousands  of 
w o m e n  a r e 
pooling money 
i n  i n f o r m a l 
digital savings 
g roups .  They 
contribute xed 
a m o u n t s 
p e r i o d i c a l l y 
and take turns 
c o l l e c t i n g  a 
lump sum.
In an economy 
where cash is 

tight, ination is 
high, and bank 
loans are either 
inaccessible or 
unaffordable, 
this has quietly 
b e c o m e  a 
lifeline.
If you have ever 
s e e n  a 
W h a t s A p p 
s t a t u s  o r 
b r o a d c a s t 
s a y i n g  2 k  t o 
pack 50k, 10k 
monthly to pack 
200k, or 5k every 
three days to 
pack 80k, then 
y o u  h a v e 
a l r e a d y 
encounte red 
t h i s  w o r l d 
w h e t h e r  y o u 
realized it or not. 
These are not 
giveaways or 
p y r a m i d 
schemes. They 
a r e  t h e  n e w 
f a c e  o f  a j o , 
d i g i t a l , 
decentralized, 
a n d  d e e p l y 
rooted in trust.
The  concept 
itself is not new, 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
known as ajo, 
esusu, or thrift, 
these rotating 
s a v i n g s 
schemes have 
been a staple in 
N i g e r i a n 
markets, social 
c l u b s ,  a n d 
communities for 
g e n e r a t i o n s , 
e s p e c i a l l y 
among women.
W h a t  h a s 
changed is the 
s t r u c t u r e . 
I n s t e a d  o f 
g a t h e r i n g 
physically at a 
m a r k e t  o r 
m o n t h l y 
meeting, 

t o d a y ' s 
contributors are 
o f t e n  t o t a l 
s t r a n g e r s , 
connected only 
by their phones 
and a promise. 
In many cases, 
they have never 
met in person.
Some groups 
are referral only. 
You cannot join 
unless someone 
inside vouches 
for  you.  That 
layer of social 
accountability 
i s  m e a n t  t o 
prevent fraud. 
Still, things go 
w r o n g , 
especially when 
p e o p l e  t a k e 
their turn early 
a n d  t h e n 
d e f a u l t  o n 
s u b s e q u e n t 
p a y m e n t s , 
leaving others 
hanging.
Every group has 
a coordinator. 
They act as the 
m a n a g e r , 
re fe ree ,  and 
debt collector, 
a s s i g n i n g 
payout turns, 
c o l l e c t i n g 
contr ibutions, 
a n d  c h a s i n g 
d o w n 
defaulters. For 
t h e i r  w o r k , 
c o o r d i n a t o r s 
usually take a 
cut from each 
c a s h  o u t .  I t 
m i g h t  s o u n d 
steep, but most 
m e m b e r s 
accept it. 
The bigger issue 
is the pressure, 

once a member 
has collected, 
t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e 
i n c e n t i v e  f o r 
them to keep 
p a y i n g ,  a n d 
many do not.
T o  r e c o v e r 
money,  some 
c o o r d i n a t o r s 
r e s o r t  t o 
s h o u t i n g , 
shaming,  and 
even threats. In 
some WhatsApp 
g r o u p s , 
defaulting has 
led to leaked 
v o i c e  n o t e s , 
h o u s e  v i s i t s , 
p u b l i c 
embarrassment, 
a n d  e v e n 
violence.
D e s p i t e  t h e 
d r a m a ,  t h e 
system still works 
f o r  m a n y  a t 
least. In fact, it is 
often safer and 
more accessible 
t h a n  f o r m a l 
 n a n c i a l 
o p t i o n s .  W i t h 
i n t e r e s t  f r e e 
payouts and no 
credit checks, 
o n l i n e  t h r i f t 
c i r c l e s  o f f e r 
what banks and 
loan apps often 
cannot, quick 
access to bulk 
m o n e y  w i t h 
exible terms.
The groups also 
c r e a t e 
c o m m u n i t y . 
Most are built 
around shared 
i d e n t i t i e s , 
women in the 
same church, 
p r o f e s s i o n , 
school alumni 

group, or just 
f r i e n d s  o f 
f r i e n d s .  T h e 
e m o t i o n a l 
accountability 
matters. People 
t e n d  t o  p a y 
when they feel 
seen or when 
they know the 
consequences 
of  default ing 
are loud and 
public.
Even working 
c l a s s  a n d 
m i d d l e  c l a s s 
w o m e n  j o i n 
multiple circles 
at once, using 
t h e m  f o r 
targeted goals 
like rent, school 
fees, or business 
capital.
Some women 
say they have 
used the system 
t o  p a y  t h e i r 
chi ld's school 
f e e s ,  b u y 
appliances, or 
m e e t 
e m e r g e n c y 
n e e d s .  F o r 
many, it is the 
on ly  rea l i s t ic 
way to achieve 
c e r t a i n 
nancial goals 
without sinking 
into debt.
Still, the risks are 
real, and there 
is no safety net. 
I f  s o m e o n e 
c o l l e c t s  a n d 
d i s a p p e a r s , 
t h e r e  i s  n o 
regulation, no 
c u s t o m e r 
support line. The 
g r o u p  e i t h e r 
absorbs the loss 
or collapses 

entirely.
Zsome groups 
now require ID 
cards, pictures, 
w o r k 
information, or 
e m e r g e n c y 
contacts before 
a s s i g n i n g 
p a y o u t  s l o t s . 
Others blacklist 
defaulters and 
circulate their 
names across 
different thr i ft 
communities, a 
kind of informal 
c red i t  h i s to ry 
e n f o r c e d  b y 
word of mouth 
a n d 
screenshots.
The emotional 
tone in  these 
g r o u p s  c a n 
swing from warm 
and supportive 
to hosti le and 
volatile. When 
things go well, 
t h e r e  i s 
celebration. But 
when someone 
d e f a u l t s , 
e v e r y t h i n g 
changes. Trust 
c o l l a p s e s . 
Accusations y. 
Screenshots are 
shared. And the 
sisterhood turns 
to suspicion.
I n  a  c o u n t r y 
where nancial 
sys tems of ten 
fail, women are 
nding their own 
way, blending 
t rad i t ion wi th 
t e c h n o l o g y , 
community with 
risk, and turning 
informal trust into 
t a n g i b l e 
support.

By Kehinde Adeleye
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Alimosho LG Hosts Grassroots
Drive for Tinubu's Midterm Report

A
l imosho 
L o c a l 
Govern

m e n t  h a s 
become one of 
t h e   r s t 
g r a s s r o o t s 
p l a t f o r m s  t o 
host the Federal 
Government's 
“ T i n u b u 
Administration's 
M i d t e r m 
R e p o r t , ”  a 
s e n s i t i z a t i o n 
p r o g r a m 
organized by 
t h e  F e d e r a l 
M i n i s t r y  o f 
Information and 
t h e  N a t i o n a l 
O r i e n t a t i o n 
A g e n c y  t o 
showcase the 
achievements 
o f  P r e s i d e n t 
B o l a  A h m e d 
Tinubu.
Speaking at the 
event, Alimosho 
L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
Chairman, Hon. 
A k i n p e l u 
I b r a h i m 
Johnson, said 
t h e  N i g e r i a n 
Education Loan 
Fund (NELFUND) 
remains a major 
lifeline for young 
people.
“The President 
p r o m i s e d 
s e v e r a l  p r o -
p e o p l e 
p r o g r a m s 
d u r i n g  h i s 
campaign, and 
we can now see 

them coming to 
l i fe,”  Johnson 
s a i d .  “ T h e 
N E L F U N D 
scheme is one of 
t h o s e  y o u t h -
f o c u s e d 
initiatives. I urge 
you to apply for 
it and also inform 
your friends. It is 
a free loan that is 
easy to access. 
Just go to the 
website, follow 

the procedure, 
and your school 
fees will be paid 
directly to your 
school.”
C h i e f 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
Ofcer of the 
Federal Ministry 
of Information, 
Gloria Dawodu, 
d e s c r i b e d 
NELFUND as a 
federal program 
d e s i g n e d  t o 

s u p p o r t 
underprivileged 
s t u d e n t s  i n 
t e r t i a r y 
institutions. She 
noted that the 
loan is interest-
free and will be 
paid directly to 
the institutions of 
benec ia r ie s , 
with repayment 
schedu led  to 
begin two years 
after National 

Youth Service.
“ T h e 

g o v e r n m e n t 

introduced this 

i n i t i a t i v e  t o 

e n s u r e  n o 

s t u d e n t  i s 

d e n i e d 

e d u c a t i o n  i n 

today's world,” 

Dawodu said. 

“Parents should 

encourage their 

children to key 

into it, as it will 

reduce nancial 

p r e s s u r e  o n 

households.”
She added that 
students across 
t h e  c o u n t r y , 
particularly from 
the North, are 
a l r e a d y 
embracing the 
s c h e m e , 
stressing that it is 
“ s i m p l e  a n d 
accessible.”
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Akinpelu  Meets Council Drivers, 
Promises Improved Welfare

I
n a fresh push 

to overhaul 

t h e  w o r k 

s y s t e m  i n 

Alimosho Local 

Government , 

Chairman Hon. 

A k i n p e l u 

I b r a h i m 

J o h n s o n  h a s 

continued his 

d i r e c t 

e n g a g e m e n t 

with staff across 

departments , 

meet ing wi th 

the  counc i l ' s 

drivers to review 

their challenges 

a nd  i m p rov e 

their welfare.
D u r i n g  t h e 

m e e t i n g , 

J o h n s o n 

e m p h a s i z e d 

that the welfare 

of staff remains 

central to his 

administration's 

v i s i o n  f o r 

efcient service 

delivery.
“If you followed 

my campaign 

c l o s e l y ,  I 

e m p h a s i z e d 

good working 

c o n d i t i o n s , 

e m o l u m e n t s , 

t ra in ing,  and 

m ore  f o r  ou r 

work fo rce  to 

motivate you,” 

he said. “I 've 

listened to your 

concerns, and I 

assure you that 

we will address 

t h e m .  Y o u r 

salaries will be 

increased, and 

your allowances 

w i l l  a l s o  b e 

reviewed. You 

are our drivers, 

and you deserve 

more.”
The chairman 

also highlighted 

p l a n s  t o 

strengthen the 

c o u n c i l ' s 

healthcare unit 

t o  b e t t e r 

support staff. He 

p r o m i s e d 

i m p r o v e d 

funding and a 

steady supply of 

essential drugs.
“ A s  d r i v e r s , 
a l w a y s  m a k e 
sure to undergo 
regular health 

c h e c k s , 
including blood 
p r e s s u r e  a n d 
s u g a r  l e v e l 
t e s t s , ”  h e 
added. “Your 
health is  your 
strength, so take 
it seriously.”
The meeting is 

part of Johnson's 
wider effort to 
redene workers' 
d i spos i t ion to 
d u t y  a n d 
maximize output 
i n  t h e  l o c a l 
government ' s 
s e r v i c e  t o 
residents.
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Olugbede Market Set for Major 
Renovation as Johnson Pays 
Surprise Visit

lugbede 

OMarket in 
Egbeda, 

one of the busiest 
trading hubs in 
Alimosho Local 
Government, is 
set  for  u rgent 
r e n o v a t i o n 
f o l l o w i n g  a n 

unannounced 
inspect ion by 
t h e  c o u n c i l ' s 
E x e c u t i v e 
Chairman, Hon. 
Akinpelu Ibrahim 
Johnson.
The chairman, 
w h o  w a s 
accompanied 
by his vice, Hon. 
Francis Adebisi, 

and members of 
t h e 
management 
team, said the 
u n s c h e d u l e d 
v i s i t  w a s 
necessary to get 
a true picture of 
t h e  m a r k e t ' s 
c o n d i t i o n 
w i t h o u t  p r i o r 
preparations to 

conceal existing 
problems.
“I had wanted to 
v i s i t  s i n c e  I 
assumed ofce, 
but I knew there 
w o u l d  h a v e 
b e e n 
p r e p a r a t i o n s 
and attempts to 
cover up some 
issues. Coming 

u n n o t i c e d 
al lowed us to 
s e e  t h i n g s 
rsthand. There 
a r e  i n d e e d 
c r i t i c a l 
r e n o v a t i o n s 
needed here. 
I'm not happy 
with the state of 
the toilets, and 
h u m a n - m a d e 

b a r r i e r s 
obstructing the 
f r e e   o w  o f 
w a t e r  d u r i n g 
r a i n f a l l  a r e 
unacceptable. 
A s  a 
government, we 
won't tolerate 
this,” Johnson 
said.
H e  d i s c l o s e d 
t h a t  c o u n c i l 
engineers would 
return soon to 
identify sections 
m a r k e d  f o r 
r e p a i r s  a n d 
r e m o v e 
st ructures not 
a p p r o v e d  b y 
the government.
“ O l u g b e d e 
Market is one of 
t h e  m a j o r 
m a r k e t s  i n 
Alimosho Local 
G o v e r n m e n t , 
and it must be 
d e c e n t , 
considering its 
location. So, I'm 
t e l l i n g  y o u 
t o d a y ,  t h i s 
market is due for 
renovation and 
upgrade,” the 
c h a i r m a n 
declared.
T h e  m a r k e t , 
w h i c h  s t o c k s 
household items, 
f o o d s t u f f s , 
e l e c t r o n i c s , 
p h o n e s ,  a n d 
c o m p u t e r s , 
s e r v e s 
t h o u s a n d s  o f 
r e s i d e n t s  i n 
Al imosho and 
s u r r o u n d i n g 
communities.
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Opinion: Why Lagos Must Prioritize 
Food Production Over Real Estate

L
agos i s  a 
city racing 
ahead with 

new es ta tes , 
g las s  towers , 
a n d  g a t e d 
e n c l a v e s 
re shap ing  i t s 
s k y l i n e .  Y e t 
b e n e a t h  t h i s 
urban façade 
lies a growing 
crisis that these 
developments 
cannot mask. 
Lagos produces 
on ly  about  3 
percent of the 
f o o d  i t 
consumes.

Consider this: 
a m o n g s t  t h e 
t h r e e  b a s i c 
amenities of life, 
f o o d  c o m e s 
before shelter. 
Hungry people 
don't build or 
buy houses. This 
i s  n o t  j u s t  a 
poignant line, it 
is a social reality. 
In Lagos today, 
f a m i l i e s  a r e 
f o r c e d  t o 
c h o o s e 
b e t w e e n 
buying staples 
and saving for a 
roof. 

Soar ing Food 

I n  a t i o n , 

Shrinking Food 

Supply

Food ination 
r e m a i n s 
painfully high. In 
J u l y  2 0 2 5 , 
Nigeria's food 
ination stood 
at 22.74 percent 
year on year, a 
leading driver of 

overall ination 
a n d  f a r 
o u t p a c i n g 
wage growth. 
E v e n  a s 
h e a d l i n e 
ination eases, 
this sustained 
surge in food 
costs continues 
t o  e r o d e 
h o u s e h o l d 
budgets.

In June 2025, 
prices in Lagos 
markets swung 
dramat ical ly . 
D r y  o n i o n s 
jumped by over 
1 7  p e r c e n t , 
while maize and 
 o u r  r o s e  b y 
about 14 to 15 
percent. At the 
same time, a 50 
kilogram bag of 
rice surged to 
approximately 
75 ,000  na i ra , 
contributing to 
a  s tagger ing 
1 5 3  p e r c e n t 
increase in the 
c o s t  o f 
p r e p a r i n g  a 
s ing le  pot  of 
Jollof rice from 
2 0 2 3  t o  m i d 
2025.  

A City That Eats, 

b u t  D o e s n ' t 

Farm

Despite its size 
a n d  r a p i d 
growth, Lagos 
r e m a i n s 
dependent on 
external food 
s o u r c e s .  T h e 
state produces 
only a fraction 
o f  w h a t  i t 
c o n s u m e s , 
w h i l e  i t s 
p o p u l a t i o n 
c o n t i n u e s  t o 
climb steadily. 
This imbalance 

h a s  s e r i o u s 
i m p l i c a t i o n s . 
With fer t i l i zer 
prices high and 
many farmers 
d i sp laced o r 
struggling, the 
foundation of 
food secur i ty 
remains fragile.
Growth Through 
A g r i c u l t u r e : 
Solutions Exist

L a g o s  h a s 
begun to take 
steps in the right 
direction. The 
Imota Rice Mill 
in Ikorodu, the 
largest in Africa, 
i s  a l r e a d y 
p r o c e s s i n g 
millions of bags 
of rice annually 
a n d  a i m s  t o 
e a s e  p r i c i n g 
pressures while 
c r e a t i n g 
thousands  of 
jobs.

A n o t h e r 
i m p o r t a n t 
development is 
t h e  F o o d 
Logist ics Park 
u n d e r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
between Epe 
and Iko rodu. 
D e s i g n e d  t o 

store produce 
efciently and 
serve millions of 
v a l u e  c h a i n 
a c t o r s ,  i t 
p r o m i s e s  t o 
s tabi l i ze food 
supplies for more 
than ten million 
residents.

Urban farming is 
a l s o  g a i n i n g 
t r a c t i o n . 
Initiatives such 
a s  b a c k y a r d 
farming, poultry, 
a q u a c u l t u r e , 
a n d  r o o f t o p 
gardens show 
that agriculture 
is not limited to 
rural land alone. 
With the r ight 
s u p p o r t , 
Lagosians can 
c o n t r i b u t e 
d i r e c t l y  t o 
household food 
secur i ty  whi le 
g e n e r a t i n g 
income. 

The Critical Path 

Forward

Lagos must act 
now. If the city 
c o n t i n u e s 
p r i o r i t i z i n g 
e s t a t e s  o v e r 
fa rms ,  i t  r i s k s 

b e c o m i n g  a 
s p r a w l i n g 
m e t r o p o l i s 
dependent on 
d i s t a n t 
p r o d u c e r s , 
vulnerable to 
shortages and 
pr ice shocks. 
That path is not 
sustainable.

A clear strategy 
emerges:

1. Safeguard 
farmland 
especially 
within and 
a r o u n d 
urbanizing 
a r e a s .

2. Scale up 
m o d e r n 
u r b a n 
farming by 
integratin
g rooftops, 
backyards
,  a n d 
communit
y plots into 
f o o d 
s y s t e m s .

3 . 

Accelerate 
infrastructu
re projects 
such as rice 
m i l l s  a n d 
l o g i s t i c 
h u b s  t o 
e n s u r e 
consistent 
s u p p l y .

4. E m p o w e r 
innovators 
particularly 
youth and 
w o m e n 
with tools, 
t r a i n i n g , 
a n d 
m a r k e t 
a c c e s s .

5. Rebalance 
p o l i c i e s 
a n d 
priorities so 
that food 
production 
is treated 
w i t h  a s 
m u c h 
urgency as 
real estate.

The Final Word

A house without 
food is just bricks 
and mortar. A 
city must feed its 
r e s i d e n t s   r s t 
before thinking 
a b o u t  w h e r e 
they rest their 
heads .  Lagos 
m u s t 
recalibrate: feed 
the people rst, 
then build the 
homes. That is 
h o w  a  t r u l y 
t h r i v i n g 
m e t r o p o l i s  i s 
built.

By Daniji Emmanuel, Echonews
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Ifako-Ijaiye LG Advances Ogundimu 
Primary School Fencing Project
T

h e 
administrati
on  o f  the 

the Chairman of 
I f a k o - I j a i y e 
L o c a l 
Government , 
Pr ince Usman 
Akanbi Hamzat 
( U A H ) ,  h a s 
a n n o u n c e d 
steady progress 
o n  t h e 
p e r i m e t e r 
fencing project 
at  Ogundimu 
Primary School, 
Iju-Ogundimu.
According to 
t h e  c o u n c i l , 
Phase One of 

the project is 
a l r e a d y  8 0 
p e r c e n t 
complete ,  a 
development 
that brings the 
school closer to 
a c h i e v i n g  a 
safer and more 
c o n d u c i v e 
l e a r n i n g 
environment.
O n 
W e d n e s d a y , 
t h e  c o u n c i l 
commenced 
Phase Two with 
the laying of 
the foundation 

f o r  t h e 
r e m a i n i n g 
stretch of the 
f e n c e , 
reinforcing its 
commitment to 
inf rast ructure 
renew a l  a nd 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
improvement.
“This milestone 
r e  e c t s  o u r 
dedication to 
d e l i v e r i n g 
development 
that residents 
can see and 
f e e l , ”  t h e 
counci l  sa id , 
noting that the 
U A H  P r o j e c t 

Monitoring and 
Evaluation Team 
( P M E T )  w i l l 
c o n t i n u e  t o 

supervise the 
p r o j e c t  a n d 
provide regular 
u p d a t e s  t o 

e n s u r e 
t r a n s p a r e n c y 
a n d 
accountability.

Kehinde Adeleye 

C
hairman 
o f 
M u s h i n 

L o c a l 
Government, Mr 
T u n b o s u n 
Haruna Aruwe, 
has successfully 
intervened in a 
d i s p u t e 
i n v o l v i n g 
l e a d e r s  o f 
D a l e k o 
E x t e n s i o n 
Market, bringing 
both parties to 
the  tab le  fo r 
peace talks.
The rift had been 
b e t w e e n  t h e 
I y a l o j a  o f 
Mushin, Alhaja 
Taibat Borokinni, 
the Balaloja of 
D a l e k o 
E x t e n s i o n 
M a r k e t ,  M r . 
Gafar  Akanni 
and the Market 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
headed by Mr. 
Chima O.
At the meeting 

h e l d  i n  t h e 
c o u n c i l 
s e c r e t a r i a t , 
b o t h  p a r t i e s 
presented their 
gr ievances in 
the presence of 
the Chairman 
a n d  t h e 
Council's Legal 
A d v i s e r .  T h e 

Legal Adviser 
claried that, 
u n d e r  t h e 
N i g e r i a n 
Cons t i tu t ion , 
every c i t i zen 
has the right to 
f r e e d o m  o f 
a s s o c i a t i o n , 
w h i l e  u t i l i t y 
payments and 

service charges 
remain lawfu l 
s o u r c e s  o f 
r e v e n u e  f o r 
m a r k e t 
associations.
A r u w e 
e m p h a s i z e d 
that no market 
l e a d e r  i s 
p e r m i t t e d  t o 

impose levies or 
c o l l e c t 
u n a u t h o r i z e d 
charges  f rom 
t r a d e r s  a f t e r 
sales. He urged 
the factions to 
a v o i d 
confrontation, 
e m b r a c e 
dialogue, and 
r e t u r n  t o  t h e 
roundtable to 
work out their 
dif ferences in 
the collective 
i n t e r e s t  o f 
p e a c e  a n d 
stability.
The council boss 
further directed 
the parties to 
c o n v e n e 
internal ly and 
submit a jointly 
signed resolution 
to the council, 
s t res s ing that 
c o o p e r a t i o n 
among market 
leaders was vital 

to  sus ta in ing 
g r o w t h  a n d 
h a r m o n y  i n 
D a l e k o 
e x t e n s i o n 
Market.
“ P e a c e  a n d 
understanding 
a r e  n o n -
negotiable for 
development. I 
expect you to 
reconcile and 
c o m e  b a c k 
w i t h  a  c l e a r 
resolution that 
reects unity,” 
Aruwe said.
W i t h  h i s 
i n t e r v e n t i o n , 
t h e  p a r t i e s 
a g r e e d  t o 
reconvene and 
chart  a path 
f o r w a r d , 
signaling hope 
f o r  l a s t i n g 
peace within 
t h e  m a r k e t 
community.

Aruwe Settles Daleko Market Rift
MUSHIN
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Tribunal Upholds Adebayo's 
Victory in Isolo LCDA Election

The Chairman 
of Isolo Local 
C o u n c i l 

Development Area 
(LCDA),  Olasoju 
A d e b a y o ,  h a s 
hailed the ruling of 
the  2025 Lagos 
S t a t e  L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
Elec�on Tribunal 
which dismissed a 
p e � � o n 
c h a l l e n g i n g  h i s 
electoral victory.
T h e  T r i b u n a l , 
presided over by 
Jus�ce  Sholebo 
(Rtd), has declared 
as lacking in merit 
the pe��on filed by 

L a b o u r  P a r t y 
c h a i r m a n s h i p 
candidate, Salako 
F a s a s i ,  w h o 
c o n t e s t e d 
Olasoju's win in 

the July 12 local 
g o v e r n m e n t 
elec�ons.
Fasasi, who polled 
864 votes to place 
third behind the 

P e o p l e ' s 
Democra�c Party 
(PDP) candidate, 
Ladi Shonubi (1,144 
votes), and Olasoju 
o f  t h e  A l l 
P r o g r e s s i v e s 
Congress (APC) with 
22,331 votes, was 
faulted for failing to 
comply with the 
provisions of the 
Electoral Act in filing 
his pe��on.
D e s c r i b i n g  t h e 
Tribunal's decision 
as  a  v i c tor y  for 
g r a s s r o o t s 
democracy, Olasoju 
dedicated the ruling 
to residents of Isolo 
L C D A  w h o 
supported his re-

elec�on.
“This is a welcome 
development and 
yet another victory 
f o r  g r a s s r o o t s 
d e m o c r a c y .  I 
dedicate this ruling 
to the good people 
o f  I s o l o  L C D A , 
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e 
e lectorate  who 
came out en masse 
t o  r e n e w  o u r 
mandate,” he said.
O l a s o j u  a l s o 
praised his legal 
t e a m  l e d  b y 
B a r r i s t e r 
Babatunde Ogala 
( S A N ) ,  h i s 
campaign director-
general, Hon. 

Jamiu Omotayo, 
and others for their 
roles in securing the 
victory.
R e i t e r a � n g  h i s 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
i n c l u s i v e 
g o v e r n a n c e ,  h e 
c a l l e d  o n  h i s 
opponents to work 
w i t h  h i m  i n 
d e v e l o p i n g  t h e 
council.
“ D e v e l o p m e n t 
requires concerted 
effort from all sides, 
and on that note, I 
ex te n d  a n  o l i ve 
b r a n c h  t o  o u r 
o p p o n e n t s  a n d 
stakeholders to join 
us  in  this  noble 
mission,” he added.

Kehinde Adeleye 

Iru/VI Council Begins Street Reconstruction To 
Boost Trade And Investment

B
us inesses 
a n d 
residents in 

Victoria Island 
are set to benet 
f r o m  n e w 
e c o n o m i c 
opportunities as 
the Iru/Victoria 
I s l a n d  L o c a l 
C o u n c i l 
Deve lopment 
A r e a  ( L C D A ) 
o f  c i a l l y 
c o m m e n c e d 
t h e 
reconstruction 
o f  Y o u n i s 
Bashorun Street.
T h e  p r o j e c t , 
launched under 
t h e 
In f ras t ructu re 
p i l l a r  o f  t h e 
council's 

Atume Terfa A.C.H.I.E.V.E.S 
a g e n d a ,  i s 
e x p e c t e d  t o 
e a s e  t r a f  c , 
reduce logistics 
c o s t s ,  a n d 
e n h a n c e  t h e 
ease of doing 
business in one 
of Lagos' busiest 
c o m m e r c i a l 
corridors.
Council leaders 
described the 
road renewal as 
m o r e  t h a n  a 
p u b l i c  w o r k s 
pro ject .  “Th i s 
reconstruction 
w i l l  n o t  o n l y 
i m p r o v e 
movement but 
also strengthen 
l o c a l 
commerce and 
d a i l y  l i v i n g 
standards. By 

God's grace, 
Y o u n i s 
Bashorun Street 
i s  j u s t  t h e 
beginning—oth
er communities 
w i l l  s o o n 
benet ,”  the 
council noted.
B u s i n e s s 
operators have 
welcomed the 
initiative. “The 
b a d  r o a d 
m a d e 
c u s t o m e r s 
avoid this area, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
during the rainy 
season.  Wi th 
t h i s 
reconstruction, 
I  e x p e c t  m y 
b u s i n e s s  t o 
grow again,” 
s a i d  M r s . 
Omolola 

A d e y e m i ,  a 
r e t a i l  s h o p 
owner.
T r a n s p o r t 
operators also 
a n t i c i p a t e 
r e d u c e d 
operating costs. 
“It takes almost 
30 minutes to get 
t h r o u g h  t h i s 
street on a bad 
day. A better 
road means 

smoother rides 
and lower fuel 
e x p e n s e s , ” 
a d d e d  M r . 
Chinedu Okafor, 
a taxi driver.
T h e  c o u n c i l 
e m p h a s i z e d 
that the project 
r e  e c t s  i t s 
b r o a d e r 
s t r a t e g y  t o 
c r e a t e  a n 
enabling 

environment for 
business, attract 
investment, and 
u p l i f t  t h e 
socioeconomic 
p r o  l e  o f 
I r u / V i c t o r i a 
Island.
“Together, we 
will keep moving 
I r u / V i c t o r i a 
Island forward,” 
the leadership 
assured.

IRU
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Hunpe Commends LASG On 
Agricultural Development 
C

hairman 
o f 
Badagry 

LG, Babatunde 
H u n p e  h a s 
c o m m e n d e d 
the Lagos State 
G o v e r n m e n t 
(LASG) for i ts 
a g r i c u l t u r a l 
drive.
Hunpe joined 
the Lagos State 
Government at 
J o h n s o n 
Jakande Tinubu 
( J J T )  P a r k , 
Alausa, Ikeja, to 
commemorate 
World Coconut 
Day 2025.
Speaking at the 
event, Hunpe 
u n d e r s c o r e d 
c o c o n u t ' s 
g l o b a l 
e c o n o m i c 
i m p o r t a n c e 
and its central 
p l a c e  i n 
B a d a g r y ' s 
identity as the 
l a r g e s t 
p r o d u c e r  i n 
Lagos State. 
“ B a d a g r y  i s 
home to one of 
t h e  l a r g e s t 
coconut belts in 
N i g e r i a ,  a 
her i tage that 
c o n t i n u e s  t o 
d r i v e  o u r 
economy and 
e n r i c h  o u r 
cultural identity. 
Coconut is not 
only a fruit but a 
s y m b o l  o f 
prosperity for 
our people,” he 
said.
“ W h e n  t h i s 
project started, 
it was like child's 

play, but today it 
has become a 
pride for Lagos. 
W e  m u s t 
c o n t i n u e  t o 
e x p a n d 
i n v e s t m e n t , 
e n c o u r a g e 
innovation, and 
promote youth 
participation in 
its value chain. 
A s  w e 
c e l e b r a t e , 
p l e a s e  d o n ' t 
forget Badagry.”
H u n p e 
c o m m e n d e d 
the Lagos State 
G o v e r n m e n t , 
t h r o u g h 
LASCODA, for 
p r i o r i t i z i n g 
a g r i c u l t u r a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
and praised the 
African Coconut 
H e r i t a g e 

Initiative for its 
consistency in 
promoting and 
p r o j e c t i n g 
coconut over 
the years. 
He further urged 
p r i v a t e 
i n v e s t o r s , 
cooperat ives, 
and community 
g r o u p s  t o 
collaborate with 
g o v e r n m e n t 
i n i t i a t i v e s  t o 
unlock the full 
potential of the 
industry.
The ceremony, 
convened by 
t h e  A f r i c a n 
C o c o n u t 
H e r i t a g e 
I n i t i a t i v e 
(AFRICOCO) in 
partnership with 
the Lagos State 
C o c o n u t 
Deve lopment 
A u t h o r i t y 

( L A S C O D A ) , 
formed part of 
global activities 
marking the day 
and also served 
as a build-up to 
A g u n k e f e s t 
2025, the annual 
coconut festival 
scheduled for 
N o v e m b e r  i n 
B a d a g r y . 
S takeho lder s , 
pol icymakers , 
cultural leaders, 
a n d  p r i v a t e 
s e c t o r 
representatives 
participated in a 
s y m b o l i c 
c o c o n u t 
p l a n t i n g 
e x e r c i s e , 
highlighting the 
crop's growing 
role in economic 
diversication, 
food secur i ty, 
a n d  c u l t u r a l 
preservation.

P r e s i d e n t  o f 
AFRICOCO and 
c o n v e n e r  o f 
A g u n k e f e s t , 
Prince Doheto 
Mesi, described 
coconut as the 
“wonder crop” 
with immense 
value for food 
security, tourism, 
a n d  y o u t h 
employment. 
“World Coconut 
Day 2025 is a 
platform for all 
stakeholders to 
p l a n t  m o r e , 
process more, 
s t o p 
indiscr iminate 
felling of trees, 
and protect our 
coconut wealth 
for generations 
yet unborn,” he 
said.
G e n e r a l 
M a n a g e r  o f 

LASCODA, Miss 
Olajumoke Ola, 
noted Nigeria's 
rising prole in 
t h e  g l o b a l 
coconut market. 
“It is true that 
Nigeria claims 
the 18th position 
in the world just 
because Lagos 
State is doing 
w e l l  i n  t h e 
coconut value 
chain. In Africa, 
w e  a r e  o n l y 
second to one 
count ry ,”  she 
said.
She added that 
t h e  s t a t e  i s 
r e p o s i t i o n i n g 
coconut not just 
as food, but as 
one of our major 
c r o p s  f o r 
industrialization 
and export.

By Saheed Afolabi 
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Hunpe Engages Stakeholders 
On Market, Commerce

T
h e 

Cha i rman 
of Badagry 

L o c a l 
Government , 
B a b a t u n d e 
H u n p e , 
conducted a 
s e r i e s  o f 
s t r a t e g i c 
engagements 
w i t h  k e y 
stakeholders in 
t h e  a r e a s  o f 
m a r k e t 
o p e r a t i o n s , 
commerce, 

a n d  y o u t h 
empowerment.
He started by 
convening with 
representatives 
from the Market 
M e n  a n d 
Women, Artisans 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
a c r o s s  a l l 
markets in the 
l o c a l 
g o v e r n m e n t . 
The discussions 
c e n t e r e d  o n 
m a r k e t 
maintenance, 
s a n i t a t i o n 
p r a c t i c e s , 
environmental 

taxes, and dues 
collection, with 
t h e  g o a l  o f 
f o s t e r i n g  a 
cleaner trading 
env i ronment , 
e n s u r i n g 
transparency in 
revenue and tax 
processes, and 
e n h a n c i n g 
co l laborat ive 
efforts.
Hunpe met with 
t h e  B a d a g r y 
C h a m b e r  o f 
C o m m e r c e , 
M i n e s  a n d 
I n d u s t r y 
(BACCIMA), 

u n d e r  t h e 
leadership of its 
president, Alhaji 
Y a h a y a 
Oladiran Idris. 
T h e  t a l k s 
e x p l o r e d 
s t r a t e g i e s  t o 
enhance trade 
activities, attract 
n e w 
i n v e s t m e n t s , 
a n d  p r o m o t e 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
w i t h i n  t h e 
council area.
The council boss 
a l s o  h o s t e d 
members of the 

National Youth 
C o u n c i l  o f 
Nigeria (NYCN), 
Badagry Local 
G o v e r n m e n t 
Chapter, led by 
C o m r a d e 
G b o w e h 
Gabriel. During 
t h i s  s e s s i o n , 
H u n p e 
re i terated h i s 
administration's 
dedication to 
a d v a n c i n g 
y o u t h 
deve lopment 
and increasing 
t h e i r 
involvement in 
governance.

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
H u n p e 
welcomed the 
leadership of the 
Southern Youth 
F o r u m ,  w h o 
presented him 
w i t h  t h e 
O b a f e m i 
A w o l o w o 
L e a d e r s h i p 
A w a r d  o f 
Excellence and 
Integrity, along 
with the title of 
M o s t 
O u t s t a n d i n g 
Youth-Fr iendly 
Public Servant 
for the year.

By Saheed Afolabi 

P.31



w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday  8th September  - Sunday 14th September  2025ENTERTAINMENT

Phyna Deactivates Instagram 
After Sister's Death 

Big Brother 
N a i j a 
Season 7 

w i n n e r , 
J o s e p h i n a 
O t a b o r , 
p o p u l a r l y 
k n o w n  a s 
P h y n a ,  h a s 
d e a c t i v a t e d 
her Instagram 
a c c o u n t 
fo l lowing the 
tragic death of 
h e r  y o u n g e r 
s i s t e r ,  R u t h 
Otabor.
C h e c k s  o n 

T u e s d a y 
showed that 
the reality TV 
star's veried 
handle was no 
l o n g e r 
a c c e s s i b l e , 
sparking worry 
a m o n g  f a n s 
a n d  f e l l o w 
celebrities.
T h e  O t a b o r 
f a m i l y  h a d 
e a r l i e r 
c o n  r m e d 
Ruth's death in 
a  s ta tement 
r e l e a s e d  o n 
Sunday by Eko 
S o l i c i t o r s  & 

A d v o c a t e s , 
revealing that 
s h e  p a s s e d 
away at about 
6:30 a.m.
R u t h  w a s 

invo lved in  a 
fatal accident 
on  Augus t  13 
when a t ruck 
l i n k e d  t o  t h e 
Dangote Group 
crushed her near 

A u c h i 
P o l y t e c h n i c , 
Edo State. The 
incident left her 
with severe leg 
injuries, leading 
t o  a n 
amputation.
According to 
eyewitnesses, a 
b y s t a n d e r 
m a n a g e d  t o 
stop the heavy-
duty truck after 
the impact, but 
t h e  d a m a g e 
h a d  a l r e a d y 
been done.
T h e  t r a g e d y 

occurred just six 

days after Ruth's 

g r a d u a t i o n 

f r o m  A u c h i 

Polytechnic, a 

m o m e n t  t h a t 

s h o u l d  h a v e 

m a r k e d  t h e 

beginning of her 

j o u r n e y  i n t o 

a d u l t h o o d . 

Instead, it has 

p l u n g e d  t h e 

Otabor family 

into mourning 

and drawn an 

outpour ing of 

sympathy from 

P h y n a ' s 

supporters and 

t h e  w i d e r 

entertainment 

community.

Kehinde Adeleye 

BBNaija 10: Kola in Hot Water Again Over 
Isabella-Bright Drama

The drama in 
Big Brother 
N a i j a 

Season 10 took 
another twist as 
housemate Kola 
o n c e  a g a i n 
came under re, 
t h i s  t i m e  f o r 
m e d d l i n g  i n 
I s a b e l l a ' s 
f e e l i n g s  f o r 
f e l l o w 
c o n t e s t a n t 
Bright Morgan.
Speaking with 

Denari, Isabella 
expressed her 
frustration with 
Kola's constant 
interference in 
h o u s e m a t e s ' 
p e r s o n a l 
matters.
“He just wants to 
know everything 
a b o u t 
everybody, from 
d i f f e r e n t 
p e o p l e , ” 
I sabel la sa id, 
accusing Kola of 

always digging 
i n t o 
conversations.
Denari agreed, 
adding: “If you 
have not had a 
conversat ion 
with him… he 
g o  d e y  f e e l 
s o m e h o w , ” 
suggesting Kola 
struggles when 
he is left out of 
the gossip loop.
T h e  t e n s i o n 
b e t w e e n 
I sabe l la  and 
Kola escalated 
after a week-
l o n g  f a l l o u t . 
W h e n  K o l a 
e v e n t u a l l y 
a p p r o a c h e d 
h e r  t o 
r e c o n c i l e , 
I s a b e l l a 
r e c a l l e d ,  “ I 
don't know how 
to talk to him. 
We were not 
t a l k i n g 
because he did 
something, so 

we didn't speak 
f o r  l i k e  o n e 
week. He came 
t o  m e  a n d 
a s k e d ,  W h a t 
c a n  I  d o  f o r 
you?”
She  revea led 
h o w  s h e 
responded: “… I 
told him I liked 
Bright. I didn't say 
he should leave 
M i d e .  F o r 
somebody who 
has a girlfriend 
outside and a 
girlfriend inside, 
h e  i s  v e r y 
irtatious. You 
can't trust that 
kind of person.”
Meanwhile, the 
Bright–Mide–Isa
bel la  t r iangle 
has continued to 
d o m i n a t e 
conversations in 
the house. Mide 
has repeatedly 
q u e s t i o n e d 
Bright's sincerity, 
w i t h  r u m o u r s 
swirling that an 
A m e r i c a n 

g i r l f r i e n d 
a l l e g e d l y 
bankrol led his 
entry into the 
show.
I sabe l la  la te r 
claried that her 
a t t r a c t i o n  t o 
Bright was never 
serious. “I never 
said I was in love 
with him or that I 
wanted to be 
with him. It's just 
a fantasy—I just 
fantasise,” she 
admitted.
S h e  a l s o 
accused Kola of 
f u e l i n g 
u n n e c e s s a r y 
t e n s i o n .  “ F o r 
example, now 
somebody asks, 
'What do you 
think about this 
person?' I don't 
know what he 
(Kola) told him 
(Bright), but then 
he (Kola) starts 
telling me that 
he only sees me 
as a friend. Did I 
send him that?”

D e n a r i , 
convinced of 
K o l a ' s 
m a n i p u l a t i v e 
t e n d e n c i e s , 
chimed in: “He 
didn't tell him like 
that  one,  I 'm 
sure of. He told 
him something 
totally different, 
b u t  n a  h i m 
pattern sha.”
Isabella sealed 
her stance with 
a  s h a r p 
conclusion: “Na 
him pattern, like I 
don't trust the 
guy.”
With emotions 
r u n n i n g  h i g h 
and al l iances 
sh i f t ing dai ly , 
Kola's meddling 
has made him 
one of the most 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l 
gures in the Big 
B ro ther  Na i ja 
S e a s o n  1 0 
house, keeping 
fans glued to the 
u n f o l d i n g 
drama.

Kehinde Adeleye 
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Wizkid's Associate, Tufab, 
Accuses Davido of Threats

T
ufab, one of 
s i n g e r 
W i z k i d ' s 

c l o s e 
associates, has 
a c c u s e d 
Afrobeat star 
D a v i d o  o f 
threatening him 
in a ser ies of 
messages.
The allegation 
s u r f a c e d  o n 
Wednesday in a 
viral post on X, 
w h e r e  T u f a b 
s h a r e d 
screenshots of 
the purported 
exchange. He 
u r g e d  t h e 
public to hold 
D a v i d o 
respons ible i f 
a n y t h i n g 

happened to 
him.
In the leaked 
m e s s a g e s , 
D a v i d o 
a l l e g e d l y 
c o n f r o n t e d 
T u f a b  o v e r 
being cal led 
“Osakpolo”—a 
n a m e  h e 
c l a i m e d  h e 
disliked.
“My name is 
not osakpolo 
I'm warning u. 
Ok continue. 
That's all I will 
say. I Dey warn 
u. Wetin wan 
happen. U be 
bird I be aye, 
Make we play 
d game,” the 
message read.
R e s p o n d i n g 
directly, Tufab 

denied insulting 
D a v i d o  o r 
be longing to 
any cult group.
“ B u t  I  d i d n ' t 
even call u that. 
And please stop 
w a r n i n g  m e 
bro. Abeg me 
and u don pass 
all these level. 
I've never said 
anything hurtful 
to u,” he wrote.
Tufab fur ther 
d i s t a n c e d 
h i m s e l f  f r o m 
allegations of 
cultism, insisting 
his life was in 
danger.
“I'm bringing this 
to the general 
p u b l i c  a s  a 
d i s c l a i m e r 
a g a i n s t  m y 
personality. First 

of all let me say I 
am not afliated 
with any cult or 
fraternity and I 
don ' t  have  a 
p rob lem w i th 
anyone who is.
“As you can see 

i n  t h i s 
screenshot, I'm 
b e i n g 
threatened and 
this is not the rst 
time, it is now 
becoming too 
often. I  don't 

k n o w  w h a t 
g a m e  h e  i s 
ta lk ing about 
but I have seen 
these kinds of 
things play out 
many times both 
in the real world 
and movies. My 
l i f e  i s  u n d e r 
t h r e a t  a n d  i f 
a n y t h i n g 
happens to me, 
y'all know who to 
hold responsible. 
The only reason 
I'm doing this is to 
protect myself.”
T h e  p o s t  h a s 
since generated 
h e a t e d 
reactions on X, 
w i t h  s e v e r a l 
u s e r s 
c o n d e m n i n g 
Davido over the 
alleged threats.

Kehinde Adeleye 

TikTok Star Peller Buys N350m Mansion in Lekki

P
o p u l a r 

T i k T o k 
sensation, 

P e l l e r ,  h a s 
a c q u i r e d  a 
luxury mansion 
w o r t h  � 3 5 0 

m i l l i o n  o n 
Chevron Drive, 
Lekki, Lagos.
The 20-year-old 
content creator 
revea led  the 
purchase during 

a live chat with 
f e l l o w 
i n  u e n c e r 
S a n d r a 
Benede, before 
conrming the 
n e w s  o n  h i s 

Instagram page.
“Look  a t  me. 
God has been so 
good to me, and 
I'm so grateful to 
G o d  a n d  m y 
fans all around 
t h e  w o r l d . 
Congratulations 
to me. Finally got 
a place where I 
c a n  b e  l o u d 
without landlord 
wahala,” Peller 
wrote.
H e  d i s c l o s e d 
that he plans to 
ofcially move 
i n t o  t h e 
r e s i d e n c e  i n 
October 2025. 
W h i l e 

acknowledging 
TikTok as a major 
s o u r c e  o f 
income, Peller 
explained that 
the property was 
n o t   n a n c e d 
solely through his 
s o c i a l  m e d i a 
earnings.
“It's a big place, 
and I should be 
m o v i n g  i n 
a r o u n d 
O c t o b e r . 
People shouldn't 
t h i n k  i t ' s  j u s t 
TikTok money. I 
get deals on the 
low. Sometimes, 
wealthy people 

send me money 
and ask me not 
to mention their 
n a m e s .  B u t 
once the house 
is ful ly set, I ' l l 
reveal them,” he 
said during the 
live session.
Peller, who has 
risen to become 
one of Nigeria's 
most prominent 
digital creators, 
described the 
acquisition as a 
d r e a m  c o m e 
true, promising 
to share more 
details when he 
nally settles into 
the new home.

Kehinde Adeleye 
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Eti-Osa LG Chair Begins 
Renovation of Roads,Drains

T h e 
E x e c u t i v e 
C h a i r m a n 

of Eti-Osa Local 
Government , 
O m o ' b a 
Adeola Alimot 
A d e t o r o , 
embarked on 
an inspection 
t o u r  o f  k e y 
inf rast ructure 
projects within 
t h e  c o u n c i l 
a r e a , 
reafrming her 
administration's 
commitment to 
i m p r o v i n g 
p u b l i c 
amenities and 
c o m m u n i t y 
development.
During the tour, 
A d e t o r o 
as ses sed  the 
o n g o i n g 
renovation of 
t h e  E t i - O s a 
L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
Hall, where work 
is progressing to 
modernize the 

f a c i l i t y  f o r 
greater public 
use. She also 
vis i ted Laaj i 
Inward Road 
and Oba Yekini 
Elegushi Street 
i n  I k a t e , 
focusing on the 
deter iorat ing 
gutter system 
a n d  r o a d 
conditions. The 
v i s i t s  w e r e 
a i m e d  a t 
e v a l u a t i n g 
c u r r e n t 
c h a l l e n g e s 
a n d  s e t t i n g 
plans in motion 
f o r 
comprehensiv
e rehabilitation.
Speaking after 

the inspection, 
the Chairman 
stressed that the 
projects form 
p a r t  o f  a 
b r o a d e r 
a g e n d a  t o 
b o o s t 
infrastructure, 
e n h a n c e 
access ib i l i t y , 
and create a 
cleaner, safer 
environment for 

residents. “Our 
administration is 
determined to 
d e l i v e r 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
p r o j e c t s  t h a t 
directly impact 
lives, strengthen 
o u r  l o c a l 
economy, and 
uplift Eti-Osa as a 
whole,” she said.
A d e t o r o  a l s o 
c a l l e d  o n 

r e s i d e n t s  t o 
s u p p o r t  a n d 
cooperate with 
t h e  c o u n c i l , 
n o t i n g  t h a t 
c o m m u n i t y 
engagement 
remains vital to 
the success of 
l o c a l 
g o v e r n m e n t 
initiatives.
The proposed 
intervent ions, 

w h e n 
completed, are 
e x p e c t e d  t o 
i m p r o v e 
drainage ow, 
reduce ooding 
i n  a f f e c t e d 
a r e a s ,  a n d 
rev i ta l i ze  key 
public spaces, 
further driving 
socio-economic 
growth in  Et i -
Osa.

Atume Terfa

T h e 
Chairman of 
Ifako-I jaiye 

L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t , 
Pr ince Usman 
Akanbi Hamzat,  
has partnered 
w i t h  W o m e n 
I m p a c t i n g 
Niger ia (WIN) 
a n d  T e r r a 
Academy fo r 
the Arts (TAFTA) 
to host a two-
day Creat ive 
Sk i l l s  T ra in ing 
p r o g r a m  f o r 
young women in 
t h e  c o u n c i l 
area.
The program, 
h e l d  o n 
Thursday, 28th 
and Friday, 29th 
August 2025, at 
the Ifako-Ijaiye 
L G  M u l t i -
purpose Ha l l , 
I d i a g b o n , 
e x p o s e d 
participants to 
c a r e e r 
pathways in the 

global creative 
industry.
 T r a i n i n g 
m o d u l e s 
c o v e r e d 
scriptwriting, art 
b u s i n e s s  a n d 
entrepreneurshi
p, stage lighting, 
sound design, 
and animation, 
e q u i p p i n g 
participants with 
p r a c t i c a l 
knowledge and 
t e c h n i c a l 
expertise.
T h e  i n i t i a t i v e 
aligns with the 
United Nations 
S u s t a i n a b l e 
Deve lopment 
Goals (SDGs 4, 5, 
8, and 10) and 
r e  e c t s  t h e 
c h a i r m a n ' s 
commitment to 
g r a s s r o o t s 

empowerment, 
inclusivity, and 
e q u a l 
opportuni t ies 
f o r  w o m e n , 
P e r s o n s  w i t h 
D i s a b i l i t i e s 
( P W D s ) ,  a n d 
t h e  y o u t h . 
B e y o n d 
c l a s s r o o m 
s e s s i o n s , 
p a r t i c i p a n t s 
w e r e 
introduced to a 
t h r e e - m o n t h 
m e n t o r s h i p 
program and 
p o t e n t i a l 
funding support 
for outstanding 
trainees.
Adding to the 
empowerment 
d r i v e ,  a 
Medical Desk 
p o w e r e d  b y 
the UAH Health 

G r a s s r o o t s 
In i t ia t i ve  was 
stationed at the 
v e n u e .  T h e 
h e a l t h  t e a m 
conducted free 
medical check-
ups, distributed 
s u p p l e m e n t s , 
a n d  s h a r e d 
essential health 
t i p s , 
demonstrating 
t h e  c o u n c i l ' s 
h o l i s t i c 
a p p r o a c h  t o 
h u m a n 

deve lopment 
by promot ing 
both wel lness 
a n d  s k i l l s 
acquisition.
B e n e  c i a r i e s 
e x p r e s s e d 
appreciation for 
the  p rogram, 
not ing that i t 
opened up new 
c a r e e r 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
while reinforcing 
the importance 
of healthy living 
in their pursuit of 

success.
The in i t iat ive, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o 
o r g a n i z e r s , 
reects a shared 
vis ion of UAH, 
WIN, and TAFTA: 
e m p o w e r i n g 
g r a s s r o o t s 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
w i t h  s k i l l s , 
s a f e g u a r d i n g 
their health, and 
c r e a t i n g 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
a v e n u e s  f o r 
s o c i a l  a n d 
e c o n o m i c 
growth.

Ifako-Ijaiye LG Trains Young Women in Creative 
Skills, Provides Free Health Services

I FAKO-IJAIYE

Kehinde Adeleye 

P.34



w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday  8th September  - Sunday 14th September  2025SPORT

Jakande Optimistic Of Providing 
Opportunities Through Odi-Olowo 
Chairman's Cup 

C
hairman of 

OdiOlowoO

j u w o y e 

L C D A ,  M r  S e y i 

J a k a n d e  h a s 

r e v e a l e d  h i s 

c o m m i t m e n t  i n 

p r o v i d i n g 

opportun i t ies  for 

youths through the 

annual OdiOlowo 

C h a i r m a n ' s  C u p 

(OCC).

T h e  r e c e n t l y 

c o n c l u d e d   f t h 

edition saw Ghetto 

Tigers winning the 

free age category, 

Ghetto Tigers Ladies 

and the other three 

categories winners 

of HB Utility FA (U15 

Category),  Fortune 

FA (U10 Category), 

and Starlight FA (U17 

Category).

Jakande bel ieves 

Sport isn't just a form 

o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l 

activity but a tool to 

empower talented 

youngsters who will 

take the World by 

storm.

He said the OCC is 

born out to nurture 

t a l e n t s  i n  t h e 

grassroots and also 

f o r s t e r  u n i t y , 

d i s c i p l i n e  a n d 

teamwork among 

the youth.

“Sports is not just a 

p a s t i m e ;  i t  i s  a 

powerfu l  tool  for 

empowerment,” he 

said.

 “Through initiatives 

like the Chairman's 

Cup, we are not only 

nurturing talents but 

a l s o  f o s t e r i n g 

d i s c i p l i n e  a n d 

teamwork among 

our youth."

The counci l  boss 

further assured that 

subsequent editions 

would be bigger 

which in turn wil l 

p r o v i d e  m o r e 

opportuni t ies  for 

young talents.

“I assure you that 

next year wil l  be 

b i g g e r .  W e  a r e 

c o m m i t t e d  t o 

p r o v i d i n g  m o r e 

opportunities for our 

young athletes to 

shine."

By Saheed Afolabi 

Ghetto Tigers Emerge Champions Of 
OdiOlowo Chairman's Cup Fifth Edition 
By Saheed Afolabi 

G
hetto Tigers 

b r u s h e d 

a s i d e 

Diadem Stallion 3-0 to 

win the fth edition of 

t h e  O d i O l o w o 

C h a i r m a n ' s  C u p 

(OCC) at the Jide 

Sanwo-Olu Arena, 

Ilupeju.

Ghetto Tigers were 

ruthless in front of 

g o a l  a s  t h e y 

dismantled Diadem 

S t a l l i o n  w h o 

defeated them in the 

group stage.

C h a i r m a n  o f 

OdiOlowoOjuwoye 

L C D A ,  M r  S e y i 

Jakande said the 

OCC was initiated by 

the immediate past 

administration which 

wi l l  be sus ta ined 

d u r i n g  h i s 

admin i s t ra t ion  in 

keeping the kids busy 

during the summer 

school holidays.

Jakande added that 

t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n 

have seen signicant 

improvement over 

the years with the 

grand nale held at 

t h e  c o u n c i l 

constructed betting 

stadium.

The council boss is 

delighted with the 

success stories of the 

O C C  w h i c h  w i l l 

further enhance the 

sporting lifestyle of 

the residents of the 

community.

Fortune FA defeated 

HB Utility FA 4-2 in 

penalty shootout to 

w i n  t h e  U 1 0 

category, while HB 

U t i l i t y  t o o k  t h e i r 

pound of esh to 

emerge champions 

in the U15 category 

be defeating Fortune 

F A  3 - 2  t h r o u g h 

penalty shootout.

Starlight FA edged 

Future Stars 99 1-0 to 

become the winners 

in the U17 category, 

while Ghetto Tigers 

L a d i e s  w o n  t h e 

Women's category 

b y  d e f e a t i n g 

Unication Ladies 6-5 

via penalty shootout.
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Kunle Awosiyan Adverts: 08025378799

Monday  8th September  - Sunday 14th September  2025


